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1. Next Guardian Issue 1

Next Guardian presents:

The Next Guardian Issue One.

Ekyt is my fan character. He is based largely on me (or at least how | would like to be )

"Ready?" "Ready" Knuckles launched the black disks toward the emerald. The cloaked figure
dashed toward the nearest and kicked it. IT exploded. Two more launched. He grabbed his
cloak and caught the two in a bundle. That left one more. With a grin, he flipped backward
onto the emerald and threw an almost nonchalant elbow, knocking the disk into the air. The

figure showed no sign he had been hit, except for a tilt of his head to shake the fragments out of
his dark brown hair.

"Good session, Ekyt" Knuckles told his trainee. "Thanks." Ekyt turned toward the emerald
and stared with an intense seriousness on his face, his harsh hazel eyes unblinking. Knuckles
grinned at the expression. He had been the same way when he was training for the position as
guardian. Now, with this...human helping, the emerald would be protected even more. That
brought him to his subject.

They walked to Mount Fate. On the walk, Knuckles briefed him about the next mission. "We
have got to go down to Mobius. As you know, after the Queen's murder, things have been in a
state of disarray. The royal family has been kidnapped, as has my father. Also, the constable
that arrested you was taken. Sonic, Tails, and Shadow will also accompany us.

The kid's eyes narrowed at that. "Shadow. He was just written into history..." he paused and
shot a sideways glance at Knuckles, "... as a villain. Why is he coming. What trust has he
earned." Knuckles responded with a serious look. "He lost something too...Hope." At the
confused look, he told him "A human girl Shadow is fond of." They set off for Mobius.

After introductions were made, they began. Shadow and Ekyt shot glances at each other.
Amy Rose came bounding out of the forest. "Stop it, you two." They didn't. WHACK! A
collective groan rose from the group. She had leveled them both with her hammer.

"Why you little..." Shadow charged at Amy, but was thwarted by Ekyt with a kick that caught
the older hedgehog in the stomach. WHACK! A hammer shot for Ekyt. "Can't you behave like
gentle... Waahhhhh! Help, Sonic." Tails, who had been staring at Amy, looked on helpless as
a combot flew away with her.

"Hey Shadow...Duck." Shadow ducked as Ekyt threw a glob of mud which stuck to...thin air.
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"Combots." Knuckles reacted swiftly as he glided into the one Ekyt had exposed. Ekyt threw a
punch. Sonic and Tails pulled one apart, with Tails grabbing the head and flying while Sonic
grabbed the legs and pulled his famous figure eight move. That left three.

While Shadow dealt with one, Sonic grabbed a power ring from a nearby lake. He was struck
upon reentering. Ekyt took the ring. He had never felt so powerful. Seconds later, the combots
were all damaged beyond repair. Ekyt tossed the ring to Sonic.

"Everyone okay?" asked Sonic. "Peachy,"” said Knuckles, who had been thrown into a tree.
"Fine," saod Shadow and Ekyt. "I miss Amy..." was all Tails could manage.

Next issue: Ekyt remembers being arrested...

2 of 319



2. Nect Guardian's Ekyt Remembers

Linda-Su is a fictional sister of Julie-Su.

Next Guardian Presents:

Issue 2

Back at camp, Shadow and Ekyt talked out their differences...for about 2 seconds.” "Jerk!"
"Creep!" Knuckles and Tails laughed as the two tumbled around the grass. They began

commentating. "Oh, a vicious uppercut to the jaw, can Shadow recover.? Oh, he does with a
nice punch to the solar plexus."

Sonic sped between them. "Cool it, guys. We're on the same team.”" That made sense. "He's
right.” Ekyt said." "So he is." Shadow stated. They shook on it. Ekyt went for a walk.

So, Linda-Su had been taken. So had he... by her beauty. He remembered the arrest.

Flashback

"You'll never get away with this." Ekyt said through Gritted teeth. "Oh, but | will." His captor
grinned. He backhanded the shackled 17-year-old across the face. Ekyt stared into his own
face. The evil him (remember the cosmic interstate?) grinned into his batter faced. "I have
work to do. | bid you...ado." He left, white trench coat billowing in the wind.

Ekyt struggled to free himself, but could not. Fortunatly, Knuckles chose this moment to

appear. "Thanks for coming.”" Knuckles grinned. "My pleasure.” He snapped the chains with
his sharp knuckles. "We gotta stop that cheap knock-off before he does real damage."

Back in Knothole Village

"Queen?" the parallel Ekyt inquired. Asleep. Good. She would stay that way forever.

Later
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Ekyt and Knuckles raced to the scene of the murder. King Acorn was beside himself with
anger. "You!" He turned to Ekyt. "Arrest him, constable.” The world seemed to stop as a
beautiful deep pink echidna with sparkling green eyes came into the room. Ekyt shook himself
from his daze and tried to reason with them. "Save it, punk." The constable, Linda-Su, as the
king had called her, kneed him hard in the stomach and handcuffed his hands behind his back.
As he was being escorted from the room, he pleading with King Acorn. The King gave him
twenty-four hours to catch the real culprit. He had, with help from Sonic. He was given a full
pardon.

End Flashback

Ekyt smiled at the memory. He had been cutting at a strong stick. He carved the ancient
Echidna symbol for camaraderie. He rejoined the group and tried to sleep. He decided to take
guard duty. This as his decision, as he felt the others should rest.

He stood alone and watched, eyes darting around for a threat. Shadow materialized next to

him in the dark. ™Lo Shadow." Ekyt took it in stride. "what can | do for you?" Shadow looked
almost pained as he asked "You can help... Tell me about...my past"

Next issue:

Shadow's past (In my fan fic, anyway.)
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3. The Next Guardian: Shadow's past

Next Guardian Issue # 3

Ekyt Remembers

Ekyt's eyes narrowed at the question. Then his expression soften as he thought out Shadow's
past. "Well, according to echidna history (guardians must know it by heart), you were made by
professor Gerald Robotnik.

Flashback

"Yes, I've done it! I've created the ultimate life form." A knock came on the door. "Insolents,
don't they know I'm busy?" Prof. Gerald threw open the door. A G.U.N agent stood there.
"Gerald Robotnik? You are ordered to discontinue all experiments." The professor smiled. "It
would be rude of me not to introduce you to a dear friend of mine. Maria, fetch Shadow." A
little girl ran off to get her playmate. A black and red hedgehog sped into the room. "You want
to see me, professor?" asked the hedgehog. "Yes, Shadow. This man seems to think you are
a bad idea...and you know what happens to bad ideas, right Shadow?" The hedgehog nodded
solemnly. "Good. Please finish this pest off.” "Wha..." was all the G.U.N. agent managed
before the hedgehog bellowed "Chaos control." The man's world went black. The hedgehog
turned to his creator.

"Now, I've done your work, answer my question. How was | created.”" The doctor chuckled
and sat down in his armchair. "All in due time, Shadow. [ will tell you, however, that you were
born a natural hedgehog. And now, this conversation must end. The doctor reached for the
button. The red button that Shadow was told never to touch. It was fatal, the doctor told him.
"Oh no." The doctor pushed the button as Shadow rammed into him. Both their worlds went
dark."

Shadow awoke later, shaken, but unharmed. "Shadow, what happened?” a wide-eyed Maria
inquired. "Maria, we need to go." He took the child by the hand and began to run. He ran

down the metal hallway. The G.U.N. forces closed in. "Maria!™ BAM! A shot rang out. Maria
fell to the floor. Shadow had only a moment to grieve, before he too was gunned down.

End Flashback
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"...and that's all | know. After that you were put into stasis for 50 years." Ekyt looked at the
hedgehog. His normally indifferent face was almost contorted with sadness before a wave of
relief hit him. "Thank you." Shadow walked away. Ekyt thought about it and decided telling the
truth was the right decision. He decided to rest. Tomorrow was another day.

Next Issue: The Adventure continues

PLUS: Tails and Amy?
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4. Next Guardian issue 4 the adventure continues

Next Guardian Issue # 4

The Adventure continues...

"Well, this certainly is a pleasant surprise.” The voice came a shock to all them. "Geoffrey
Saint John?" Sonic said. "The one and only, bloke." He grinned and flicked the toothpick he
had been chewing on. "If anyone is rescuing the princess, it'll be me, ya blue pin cushion!"
"Over my dead body, Geoff!" Sonic snarled. "That can arranged mate," Geoffrey said. He
fired his crossbow. Sonic moved, but the arrow headed straight for the group.

Ekyt took the arrow in his already wounded side. (See first issue, during the combot attack)
He looked down and calmy walked over to the brawling animals. He grabbed Saint John by the
scruff of his neck and held them face to face. "Let go "a me ya pansy!" he snarled. "What's
your problem, mate?" Ekyt pointed to the arrow. He yanked it out straight-faced and snapped
it. "You're gonna eat this if you don't leave "mate"." Saint John grinned. "Let's just see you
make me."

Saint John walked away complaining about how bad an arrow tastes.

Sonic stared. "What was that about?" he asked. Ekyt grimaced. "A guardian never shows
weakness." He said . Sonic laughed as he turned to Knuckles and said "What about Knux
here. He flinches if | so much as look at him." Knuckles began a retort before Tails lost it.

"SHUT UP! WE ARE ON A MISSION! HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN WHAT WE'RE DOING?"
Tails stalked off toward their destination. They hurried to catch up.

Sub-Story- Tails and Amy?

After they set up camp for the night, Tails went for a walk. Amy Rose. Why hadn't he noticed
that the named seemed so...perfect for her. She was perfect, too. He sighed. Ekyt strolled up
beside him. "You were right back there." Tails just stared. "Didja ever have a girlfriend, Ekyt?"
Ekyt looked at Tails, then grinned. "No, I've been a lone wolf my whole life." He looked the
young fox directly in his eyes. "This is about Amy. Isn't it?" he asked gently. "Yeah." Said
Tails before he could stop himself. Something about the way he asked made Tails trust him.
Ekyt spoke again. "The last contact | had with a girl, she arrested me. The most beautiful
echidna | ever saw. Don't worry, we'll rescue them Tails." Ekyt walked away, his coat billowing
behind him as he chuckled to himself. "Ah, love." He whispered.
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The Epic issue # 5

The Big Conflict!
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5. The next guardian: Two worlds collide

The Next Guardian issue #5

After a restless night, the group set out. Tails hovered above, while Sonic and Shadow forged
a path. Ekyt and Knuckles took the rear. They encountered some traps the closer they came
to Robotnik's base. Knuckles' foot got caught in a snare trap. Ekyt deftly climbed the tree and
threw his stick at the rope, which splintered. Knuckles hit the dirt hard on his side. Ekyt got
caught in a net, but sonic reduced that to pieces of twine with his patented spin dash. Shadow
would have fallen into a pit of spikes had it not been for Tails catching him and Knuckles gliding
into him. At last, they reached the base.

A group of swatbots attacked. "Tails, pull down that pipe. Stop up their sensors. Then bug-
out." Sonic shouted intstructions to his dual-tailed buddy. Ekyt yelled "Go on." Everyone went
on.

On my own, thought Ekyt. He took out two swatbots. Then one, as it was going down, hit him
with a hard elbow, which, in turn, sent him into the wall. He twisted his ankle as he bounded off
the wall. The swatbots dove on...

Meanwhile, the rest of the group raced to Robotnik's room. "Okay "Butnik, it's all over for you.
Let them go." Robotnik turned around and cackled. "Fools. Look below you." The group
gasped. A chaos emerald. Strapped to it was a detonator. "That's right, rodents. A bomb. It
reads two minutes. So you have a choice, don't you. Go after me..." he pointed... or save your
friends. It's up to you." He laughed again as he sped off in his hovercratft.

The choice was easy. Until they realized they had 30 seconds left. Suddenly, just before
Robotnik left, a blur sped by. He tossed 50 rings and a chaos emerald to Sonic and Knuckles.
After hesitation, he tossed an emerald to Shadow. It was Ekyt. Or, more accurately, him in a
mega form. All three jumped on Robotnik, but he got away. The bomb had ten seconds left.
"Shadow, it's up to you," Ekyt said gravely. Shadow nodded and grabbed his emerald. "Chaos
Control!" he bellowed, and formed a protective blue shield around them.

Next Issue: Does everyone Survive? Keep on reading.
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6. Next Guardian Two worlds Collide Part 2

The Next Guardian

Issue # 6

PART 1

"Everyone okay?" Shadow asked. Like he cared. He only cared about Hope. She had been
close, she was fine. Everyone was.

Back in Knothole

"And lastly, we wish to knight Sir Ekyt. For your services to the kingdom, | knight you." King
Elias knighted him with the sword of Acorns. The echidna high command was there. Locke
spoke up. "We wish to make an announcement. Knuckles, it is time. You may proceed."
Knuckles began: "First of all, | present Ekyt this ring. It is forged from seven chaos emeralds
and 50 power rings. It is more than enough to herald the return of your mega side. Second,
the echidna high command has informed me that, through dimensional travel, the Floating
Island will remain in this dimension." A cheer rose up.

After the ceremony, they went to the people they wanted to rescue. "You're cute,” Amy told
Tails. Tails blushed. The Royal Family talked to Sonic, and he held Sally close. Knuckles and
Julie-Su cuddled under a tree. Shadow and Hope went for a walk to sort out the past. That left
Ekyt. He walked to Mount Fate and stood on it.

He looked a sight in his black coat billowing behind him, his dark hazel eyes staring ahead with
an unmatched intensity. Then they softened. He was fooling no one. Everyone had someone
to tend to their wounds. Except him. He stood alone, only duty and honor to comfort him. He
heard footsteps and he casually reached for his throwing knives on his belt. He spun to face
his attacker.

It was Linda-Su
His knives clattered to the ground. She spoke with urgency. "Oh my God, Ekyt. Are you
okay?" "I'm...fine." The question had took him by surprise. She embraced him and kissed him

on the cheek. She felt his shoulder. His side. Saw his limp. "Dear God. These aren't even
bandaged." She had seen a lot of wounds in two years of police work, but these were bad. He
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didn't even seem to notice. Or care. Whatever. She was here to deal with it. "Give me that
shirt." He looked at her, eyes wide. "Hurry up. These wounds need to be taken care of." He
shrugged off the shirt and handed it to her. She tied it in such a way that it covered his side and
shoulder. "Thank you."

Sonic saw all this. He smiled when she kissed him. His expression was priceless. His eyes
were as big as dinner plates. "Way to go, kid. You deserve it. Mmmph!"

Sonic was dragged away.

Next Issue: Part two of Two Worlds Collide.

Who kidnapped Sonic?
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7. The Next Guardian Issue 7 Two worlds collide part

The Next Guardian issue # 7

Archimedes and Knuckles were working together on some mysterious ancient echidna history
when Ekyt ran in. His hair was tassled and out of place, hand on his side from running the long
distance from Knothole to the former Floating Island. He gasped out a few words as Knuckles
and Archimedes ran to his side.

"Wait, slow down, what?" Archimedes asked. "Sonic (huff-puff) kidnapped. "I heard that," said

Knuckles. "Who did it?" "Don't know, just heard, (Huff-Puff) from King Elias. This note..." He
tried to catch his breath as Knuckles and Archimedes read it.:

To the Guardians:

Echidnapolis is doomed unless you surrender the chaos emeralds.
As for Sonic, well, you have one day to rescue him.

Fools, trying to deal with me. This riddle is the only clue to my identity. Figure it out,
If you can:

Speed meets power,

Best of the best,

No mind of my own,

No contest

Me vs. you,

The one and only,

Or so you may think,

Figured it out? We've met before.
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"Well, this rules out you, me, Archimedes, Sally, the freedom fighters. That leaves only
Shadow in this universe." Ekyt shook his head at Knuckles offer. No, Shadow wouldn't bother.
All indications of his past behavior tells us that he's in business for himself. Besides, he has a
mind of his own. There is really only one person left. And they are out of this universe. Me."

"Wait, are you talking about that cheap knockoff, screwed up version of you? What does he
stand to gain?" Knuckles inquired. "Revenge. Remember, you and Sonic helped clear my
name. So, Knux, | know you can handle yourself, but if | know me, then I'd go after you, too."
Knuckles narrowed his eyes. "Are you suggesting that you do this alone. Because, frankly, you
are an excellent fighter, but that parallel universe is an upside down world. You can have all
the ethics and morals in the world, but that doesn't mean you counterpart will."

"He's right," said Archimedes, but his voice was not the only one. Linda and Julie-Su came in.
Both Ekyt and Knuckles blushed. The two female Echidnas smiled and walked deeper into the
chaos chamber. "No way you guys are gonna go this alone. It's going to have to be just us."”
Both Knuckles and Ekyt began to protest, but when they set out, along with Archimedes, they
weren't alone.

As they were walking toward the cosmic interstate, a sai (Three- pronged martial arts weapon)

hit a tree as the group ducked. There was a note attached. The group took a moment to
recover. Ekyt walked over and untied the note:

So, you figured it out, did you.

Meet me at olive grove in my universe.

We'll settle this the only way | know:

Duel

See you there, if you want to save your home,

And Sonic.

Ekyt

"Olive Grove? But that's were. Oh man.” Knuckles shook his head as Linda-Su finished his
sentence. "That's where the gravest of challenges are settled. There is a one on one duel, no
weapons duel. There is an impartial judge designated by the chaos emerald. But it's incredibly
dangerous." "Well, it's settled then." Ekyt rose fast, kicking up a cloud of dust near the
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entrance. "I'm not putting any else in danger. | want you all to stay here." "You're whacked if
you think that's gonna happen,” said Knuckles. "Yeah," said Linda-Su, "Besides, It's more
dangerous to leave us all unprotected, don't you think?" Ekyt froze. He sighed. "You're right.
On all counts. Let's just get to the Olive Grove. BUT BE CAREFUL." He turned and walked, a
worried expression on his young face.

He listened intently as the rules were explained by Archimedes. He soaked in the landscape.
He took it all in. Knuckles, who was leading the group, stopped. He moved aside some thick
leaves as he said "Here it is. The Olive Grove."

Next Issue: Two Worlds Collide Part 3: The Duel
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8. The next guardian issue eight: the fallout plus: w

The Next Guardian Issue 8: Two worlds Collide pt. 4

(Writer's Note: Bold-face Ekyt is evil Ekyt. Italics Ekyt is the good Ekyt.

The two Ekyt's stared at each other. Ekyt was dressed only in the traditional deuling garments,
black, loose pants. Ekyt was dressed in white pants of the same make. They circled each
other menacingly.

"This is the end for you !" "We'll see, you dime-store imitation. I'm gonna prove to you and
your army of clones that there ain't nothing like the real thing!" "Don't be too sure. Take a
look..." Ekyt looked. There was Sonic. He was obviously in pain. He was bound and gagged.
The evil Knuckles stood over him with a whip. "You see, every time you feel pain, so will he!"
"Who is the judge? Actually, according to the age-old rules the apply in every dimension. So, |
choose...Athair!" The whole group was stunned. "Who better to be impartial?"

"Do you really think this wrinkled, used up old echidna can help you?" "I don't expect him to.
He just has to be fair." Now let's go." Ekyt snarled the last bit.

The rest of the group seemed shocked at his intensity. But that disappeared as the duel
began. At first, both combatants were testing each other. They seemed to be matched, move
for move.

A punch. A kick. Ekyt gained the advantage as Sonic moaned in pain. Ekyt caught his
outstretched arm and threw him. Ekyt landed hard on his back. Ekyt was on him instantly. He
threw punches, hard and fast. He threw a kick, aimed high at the head, but his attack was
blocked. Ekyt swept his valiant counterpart's leg and began to twist on his bad ankle.
Wrenched his wounded shoulder. Punched his injured side.

The group watched on. He wouldn't quit. The punishment he was taking to save a world that
he was not even born in to. To save someone who was not related.

Ekyt felt the pain, but tried not to show it. A guardian never shows weakness. He never quit.
Not with a world at stake, he didn't. He threw his weight forward and launched his counterpart
into the vines that encircled them. Athair floated above them, watching. Ekyt threw a punch that
echoed. But it took a lot out of him.

Ekyt grinned. He had his adversary on the ropes. He hit him as hard as he could. But he
never gave up.

The duel continued. Both combatants had threw all they had. The group looked at Ekyt. He
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was banged up. A black eye. Bruised rib for sure. Athair had stopped the duel. Why>

The whethed echidna spoke: | award this duel to Ekyt." As the bad guys whined, Athair gave
his explanation. "You fought for the right reasons. Selfless reasons. For others." Ekyt snuck
up and tried to attack Athair, but Ekyt stopped with a kick. "You have merely proven my point.
Release the hedgehog and his friends.” The guards did as they were told.

Ekyt put on his red shirt and leaned heavily on a stick to walk. His evil double had messed him
up, but good. He had won. "You did it!" Linda-Su exclaimed. "Thank you. You have done us
all a great service." Archimedes shook his hand.

But the harmony was broken as a chaos bomb was launched into their midst. They all dove for
cover, except for the wounded Ekyt. He covered Sonic as best he could. His world went black.

Next Issue: Will Ekyt and Sonic Be okay

Plus: What it takes to be a guardian
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9. The Next Guardian Issue 9: The fallout plus Linda

The Next Guardian Issue number 9

Sonic woke, thick smoke all around. The olive grove was burning. The human. Human. Ekyt.
That was it. Man, he had to move. He put Ekyt into a fireman carry and juiced toward
Knothole. The whole group was waiting. He dropped Ekyt off in the infirmary. After Doctor
Quack assured him he was okay, he sped off to the royal palace.

Ekyt awoke a short time later. He ached, both physically and mentally. He moved his head
and looked into Doctor Quack's flashlight. He blinked at the light. Doctor Quack said
something to what sounded like Rotor. C'mon eyes, focus. There. He saw a group of
concerned faces. He went to get up, but was pushed gently back down. "Wha happen?" he
slurred.

"Oh, you're okay. Thank God. We were worried." The voice of King Elias greeted his slightly-
singed ears. As he moved to bow, he was again pushed back. "He's okay. Whew." Ekyt
moved and pushed past the restraint. "Could you give me a moment, sire? | want to get back
into my own clothes." He had noticed the hospital gown and wanted to get rid of it. "Of
course." Elias smiled and moved. Ekyt put on his trademark red shirt, along with black pants.
He felt under the bed for his sneakers, black and white striped things (writer's note: Think
original Addidas style, for lack of a better reference). He found them okay, a little muddy
though. Ah, that's better.

He walked out through the curtain. The freedom fighters all breathed a sigh of relief. "How are
you feeling, " asked Tails. "I'm all right." He was still bruised good though. "How's Sonic?" he
asked.

"Unharmed. Thanks to you. He's the one who brought you here." Ekyt raised his eyebrows
comically. "Ahhhh, that explains why I'm not pushing up daisies in that goofy parallel universe."
The group chuckled, until Ekyt rose. He realized two of the group was missing.

Mount Fate. Boy, this has caused a lot of lore. How much was true? Whenever Knuckles had
instructed him in combat, he took the Zoot Shoot (remember the zoot shoot?). Ekyt opened the
hole and dove in.

He landed on his good side, rolled and emerged in a combat position. Knuckles came gliding
over from a shadowy corner as Ekyt hit the dirt. Then Shadow plowed into him.

"Oof!" Knuckles chewed out Shadow. "You nutty black hedgehog, the kid's injured. What're
you thinking?" Shadow favored Knuckles with a look. "Me? You nearly took his head off."
"Hey, guys? I'm fine, thanks. Where's Linda?" Knuckles walked over this time. "She's off in
the new emerald chamber, doing some target shooting. She was worried sick, man. You better
go tell her you're all right.
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AND NOW, THE LONG-AWAITED LINDA-SU SOLO!!!

Linda-Su took aim and fired. She missed. No wonder. Her hands were shaking. She was
only kidding herself to keep trying to keep things normal. With Ekyt d...

A figure in a long, black coat was suddenly beside her. "Miss me?" He asked with a grin. She
hugged Ekyt. "Thank God you're okay. | was so... | mean..Um." "Worried?" Ekyt said
teasingly. "Well, yeah," she said as she blushed. He kissed her on the cheek. He could sense
her surprise. "I'd better go." The courage Ekyt felt was gone quickly. He turned and walked
away. Linda-Su started after him, but stopped. The kid had risked his life countless times in
the past few hours. But he couldn't face her yet.

She decided to see what Knuckles had on file on this kid. There had to be something to tell
about his past. He never sat and talked, never just chilled like a normal kid. He was always on
the move. Something was different. Maybe that's why she was so intrigued...

"His bio? Sure." Knuckles rummaged in a cabinet full of papers and handed her a slim
portfolio. "Thanks Knux," she said and waved.

His Bio read:

Name: Ekyt

Species: Humans

Hair: dark brown

Eyes: hazel

Height: 5'8

Weight: 125 Ibs.

Likes: martial arts, justice, making weapons
Dislikes: tyranny, oppression, bullying

Other: A 17-year-old human. He is currently training to be a guardian of the chaos emeralds,
under current guardian Knuckles. Has a history of being bullied.
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She read the last line twice. That explained it. He was shy because of lack of contact. He
was willing to risk his life, but not his feelings or his heart.  She slid the information back into
the portfolio. What could she do? Had he been betrayed too often? Hmmm?

A little mystery always made a guy more interesting. She'd have to make sure he was okay.
Where was he this time of day. She smacked herself in the forehead. Duh! Studying or
training on Mt. Fate.

She snuck up the mountain. He was somewhere else, but he left a checklist. It read:

What it Takes to be a guardian:

By Locke and Archimedes

Extensive physical strength training.
Endurance

Willingness to learn

Thorough knowledge of echidna history

approved by Echidna high command

So, he throws himself into his studies. An escape? She'd find out.

Next issue: Number 10! Linda-Su Bio, and the main event: Flesh and Bone vs. Metal and
Stone.

When robo-robotnik comes to town, it's up to our heroes to put him down!

Linda-Su Solo part 2
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10. The Next Guardian: The Epic tenth issue!

Next Guardian: The big issue: # 10

Flesh and Bone vs. Metal and Stone part 1

Ekyt spent his time making weapons, training others, and he trained himself. Nicole, Sally's
computer never lied. Mobius was about to be rocked by an attack of robots. An intercepted
transmission from Robo-Robotnik, who had united with this world's Robotnik, had been
planning a major offensive. They had twenty-four hours to prepare.

Knuckles moved up beside him while he was working with Tails and Amy Rose. "Well, kid,
you're getting good at this. But, the echidna high command has summoned us. Linda and Julie
can take over for now. It's urgent. The women kept training the younger kids. Knuckles and
Ekyt walked to an especially thick part of the Forrest. In it's green bosom it held Echidna-kind's
most revered of place: The Grand Conservatory, which connected to Knuckles home, Haven.

Knuckles ran his hands over a series of ancient carvings in the stonewall before a ramp fell to
grant them access. They walked down. Dusty trucks and now-obsolete technology greeted
them. Then the echidna high command came into view.

Knuckles got down on one knee. Ekyt followed suit and raised his head to look at the Echidna
wise men. Locke, the leader, spoke.

"Now, more than ever, our world, as well as others is in grave danger. Knuckles, | believe it is
largely up to you and your prot&eacute;g&eacute;' to protect all of Echidna kind as well as the
freedom fighters in Knothole. And, should we all survive a major assault, we need both of you
to retrieve a relic of Mobius' past, belonging to the royal family. It is the Book of Acorns. In it's
sacred pages are words that are critical to restore former-King Acorn to full health. Do you
accept the quest after this attack?"

"Yes...Dad." Said Knuckles "Yes." Ekyt said. "l hope you have recovered from any wounds
you suffered from your kidnapping.” The old echidna smiled. "Yes, | have. Thank you. And
Archimedes has informed me of your duel. Excellent work." The young man blushed at the
compliment. "Knuckles, my son, | leave the fate of the echidna future in your capable hands.
You may go." Knuckles and Ekyt rose and left.

"How'd it go, boys?" Julie-Su and Linda-Su wanted to know. "We've got to repel this attack. If
we all survive, Knuckles and | have a mission to recover the Book of Acorns.” "Oh, that
reminds me, Tails and Amy want to show you what we taught them. Go ahead, guys." Tails
and Amy ran up and flipped the older two onto their backs and had their arms trapped in one
motion. "Impressive! Good work." "Wait, there's more. Amy. "Piko-Piko." She said simply.
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Knuckles and Ekyt looked at each other. Amy's mallet stopped just short of their heads. "Good
work. Keep itup."

Knuckles walked away with Julie-Su, to make contingency plans. Ekyt turned toward the
others. "l have something for each of you. For you, Amy, | made this." He held up a diamond
hammer with a gold handle. "I had some help." He slid a glance at Linda-Su. "For you, Tails, |
have this staff. It was made from your old house, before Robotnik. It was given to me by
Sonic, who got it from your parents." The kids left, hand in hand, marveling at their new toys.

Ekyt smiled grimly at their satisfaction. "They're gonna need those. Oh, before | forget, this is
for you." He handed her a crossbow, painted deep pink to match her skin tone. "It's... so
beautiful. Thank you!" He looked at the ground. Linda-Su remembered what was in his bio.
Maybe it was time for confessions.

“Listen, Ekyt, | need you to know, I've seen your bio, and | want to tell you, there's no reason to
be shy around me. I'm not gonna bully you. | want to be there for you." The young man
blushed nervously and mumbled. "It's gonna take some time...I do like you...just
never...relationship.” He looked up. Then lowered his eyes quickly. "Sorry. Just a little
nervous. Most girls just, well, think of me as a weak link, small, too smart for my own good.
You're the first girl to treat me like | belonged. | can't thank you enough.” "S'okay.”" She smiled
at the clearly embarrassed human. "We gotta get back to work." She said.

They went back to work. The storm was coming in twelve hours and counting.

LINDA-SU SOLO STORY # 2

"Thanks Knux." He had Linda-Su's bio. This girl wasn't like the others. He had to know more.

Name: Linda-SU

Species: Echidna

Skin: Deep Pink

Eyes: Green

Likes: Target Shooting, Justice
Dislikes: Criminals, disorder

Other: Has been a police officer on Echidapolis for two years. She is 15 years old.
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"Hmm. Nothing like a tad of mystery to add to my curiosity. It's probably me." Ekyt had been
talking out loud. He heard footsteps. They were lighter, belonging to a female. He bolted for
the other door silently.

Linda-Su walked in. She was exhausted. The kid's self defense class was worthwhile, but
exhausting. She had been forward with Ekyt, and she saw a glimmer of hope of him getting
some self-confidence back. She saw her name on the outside of the portfolio on the desk.

Ekyt's fingerprints were all over it (Remember, Ekyt was arrested for a crime he didn't commit,
and he was arrested by Linda-Su.) She decided to shoot some targets before bed. She was
about to do that, when she spotted a package on her bunk. She opened it and a projectile
weapon rolled out. She read the note:

Please take care of yourself,

Enclosed is a human-made gun.

| hope it serves you well in combat, as we

Need your expertise.

| really need to thank you for helping me.

Ekyt

"Huh!" she said. Well, time to take this baby for a test run. She moved to her shooting area in
the new chaos chamber. The weapon was long and bulky. She took aim at a destroyed
swatbot. THUDDDWUSHHH! A projectile blew the swatbot into a pile of nuts and bolts.

"This'll come in handy. Thanks kid." She hit the sack. In ten hours, the fate of the world as
she knew it would be decided, for better or worse.

Next issue: Flesh and Bone vs. Metal and Stone Part 2
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Next Guardian: Issue Eleven
Flesh and Bone vs. Metal and Stone pt. 2

Linda-Su Solo.

And so, the dark hour came to pass. The intense hatred only added to the fire this battle was
going to set on Knothole Village. Nobody joked. Nobody laughed. Nobody cried. The pure,
raw emotion could not be expressed. At the center of this were the leaders of the rebellion.
Sonic, Princess Sally, Knuckles, Tails, and Ekyt.

Doors were barred as the innocents took cover. The brave soldiers of the rebellion took their
postion.

Sonic checked his watch. "10 minutes." He said gravely. They all nodded. Ekyt stood at the
front. His black coat billowed like flag in the wind. His eyes surveyed the hill from which the
robots would attack. He held no weapon. He had given them all to the younger generation to
balance the power. Though he was only seventeen, he felt older. A war had that effect on a
person. Still, he held his mystery in place.

Then they came forth. The metal machines of doom. Both sides charged. Sonic had taken
out a series of "bots before he was caught with a magnetic blast that temporarily paralyzed him.
Knuckles took a running start and was working along side Amy and Tails. All three were hit
another paralyzing blast. Larry Lynx (Remember him-super jinx?) dove in front of Sally to stop
a blast and he too was frozen.

It is said that all the dead do not belong to one side on a battlefield. Never was that more true
than on this fateful day. The frozen members of Knothole were just starting to stir when the
order came. A voice with regal bearing rang out. "Fall Back! Fall back!" Everyone struggled to
comply, some carrying "frozen" friends with them.

As the robots stormed Knothole, a decision was reached. Only the elite would go back on the
battlefield. Ekyt, Sonic, Knuckles, Tails, and Shadow would form a last line of defense while
the others escaped. Good-byes were made.

They ran back out, and just aimed to do damage. They played no defense. They had nothing
left to lose. Ekyt remembered his ring. If what Locke said was true...

He gripped the ring hard and thought. Power coursed through his veins. He had only felt this
powerful once before. It was time for his mega-form to rear it's head.
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End of Part 2

Linda-Su's solo

Boyfriend? Could that describe her feelings? Maybe. All she knew was a loved one was
about to make the ultimate sacrifice for the good of the whole. She felt guilty immediately for
thinking this way. This battle was not a foregone conclusion. He was tough, he would be fine.
Things would be normal.

She shook her head. "We'll all be fine." She said to herself sternly. Was she really feeling
guilty because she hadn't fallen in the line of duty? That wasn't right. Was it? Wait, what
about that weapon. The projectile- thingy. She ran to get it. She needed a good vantage
point... She could think of none better than Mount Fate...
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The Next Guardian issue 12

Flesh and Bone vs. Metal and Stone part 3

Ekyt felt the power he needed. There were hundreds of robots, and only five of them. He
spied a lone figure on Mount Fate. The figure carried a huge weapon. It fired twice into the
midst of the robots. More than half were destroyed.

Thanks Ekyt thought silently as he charged forward, dodging and zig-zagging. A flying kick
took off a swatbot's head. He used that as a springboard between two bots, who fired on each
other a second too late as he jumped. He took their weapons. He fired a continous stream into
the remaining bots.

It was over. Blood had been shed on both sides. Ekyt himself had hurt his leg again, plus a
collarbone was popping out. He felt drained. He supposed that was a mixture of the battle and
the chaos energy leaving him.

"So, you think you've won? Think again.” It was Robo-Robotnik. Behind him stood a huge
stone creature. The ground shook as it removed the rest of it's body from the earth. The group
decided without talking to retreat. "Maybe Nicole and Sally could help us out. It's worth a shot.”
Sonic said. The group nodded as one.

"Nicole, please display all known info on this stone creature." "Yes, Princess. The stone
creature is called a Golem. It's weakness it fire. According to my theory, it's magnetic
components within the rock are susceptible, once heated, to extreme force. Known forces:
Bunny Rabbot, Knuckles the Echidna. That is all."

"Thanks Nicole." Sally turned to the assembled freedom fighters. "Any ideas?" Rotor offered
to make a flame-shooting weapon, but said it would take days. "Dulcy!" said Ekyt. Sonic
whistled. Minutes later, a large dragon poked it's head in the window. "You called, True Blue?"
she asked sweetly. "We need you to light a fire under our resistance. Can you heat up that big
rock? “"Naturally." She turned to go off, but was held up. Wait! Take Knux and Bunny with
you. And you need a distraction...” "I'll do it." Ekyt had spoken up. He picked up his staff and
threw on his coat.

A distraction, huh? It was going to have be a heck of a distraction. He ran towards the
ponderous monster, and threw his staff like a javelin. Next, he took a power ring he had
concealed nearby, and used it for speed. He raced around the golem's fists. Until it got smart.
It stuck out a gigantic foot and tripped Ekyt. Ekyt would be smashed.

"Heads up, Sugah!" Bunnie was suddenly there, along with Knuckles. Dulcy was shooting
flames at the huge stone creature. Until she was hit. But the thing was glowing hot. "Knux!
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Take this." He tossed his ring to Knuckles. Knuckles glowed a vicious red until he turned to a
glowing pink color. Hyper Knuckles and Bunny should do it.

Using his staff he had retrieved, he sprung off it like a pole-vaulter and kicked the golem in the
face, then covered it's eyes. It thrased around, trying to reach what was blocking it's sight.

Knuckles and Bunny ran forward and punched. The creature toppled, with Ekyt about to be
crushed...

The Next Guardian: Issue 13

Flesh and Bone vs. Metal and Stone part 4
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Flesh and Bone vs. Metal and Stone Part 4

Plus: The history of Acorns, part one

This had to be it. There was no way out. But down. A Loooooonnggggggggggggg way down.
Then a voice shouted "Chaos Control!" The black and red hedgehog ran up the golem to Ekyt.
"Hurry up!" he snarled. His voice was strained with the effort of exacting power from the chaos
emerald. Ekyt scrambled down it. "Thanks Shadow!" he shouted. "Now we're even." He
growled. He let go and the golem crashed to the ground.

On the ground, a blue blur had grabbed Knuckles and Bunnie. They met at the edge of
Knothole to regroup. The remaining robots retreated. They were firing, but halfheartedly.

Until one tossed explosive landed at the group's feet. When it exploded, it reached a message
screen made of smoke erupted from it. "You haven't seen the last of me!" Robo-Robotnik's
voice echoed throughout the Great Forrest. Doors opened all around them, asking if it was
over.

"W-we "aven't been obliterated. Ayeeeeeeeeee!" Antoine fainted. "Hmmph. Lucky Blokes."
Muttered Geoffrey Saint John. "You did it!" Sally ran past them all to Sonic, who was the most
battered of the group. Shadow stood off by himself.

Ekyt walked over to him. Shadow continued to stare up at the moon. He had his usual
expression on his face. "Thanks Shadow. | appreciate the save. How's Hope?" Shadow's
expression changed briefly. No one had spoken to him so much in a long time. "What's it to
you?" Shadow snarled. Ekyt grinned. "Same old Shadow. Nothing. Just thought I'd say
thanks. " Ekyt turned. Shadow realized, as the human walked away, that they had things in
common. He walked back to the hut he shared with Hope.

Ekyt took a walk over to Mount Fate, expecting to see Linda-Su. He wanted to thank her.
Something hit him from above. He spit out ash from the mountain and turned to see his
attacker. It was Linda-Su. "Oh, sorry." She said. She helped him up, laughing at the ash on his
usally milk-white face. He flipped his floppy (think Beatles stlye from the sixties) hair to the
side. "That's how to meet girls. Better than a puppy!" he said, a rare smile crossing face. She
couldn't help but chuckle.

"Novel idea. What'd'ya need?" she asked. "Just wanted to say thanks." Something was
different about him. She noticed. He had looked her in the eyes. For a brief moment, granted,
but it looked like he was coming out of his shell, at least around her. She smiled as his figure
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moved into the dark. Then he was gone and she was alone.

End

"Well, good luck to you. May Steppenwolf guide you swiftly to your destination and back
safely.” This was a blessing from the Echidna high council. They had said their goodbyes in
Knothole. They left with wishes of a safe and quick return. They decided to start their search at
the very bowels of society. They would look in the chaos caverns.

The chaos caverns were long abandoned. The first echidna settlers had harvested the chaos
emeralds here in hopes of scientific progress. Legend has it that it is guarded by booby traps
as well as a beast at the end of the caverns.

End

Is it true? Find out in Issue 14: History of Acorns, part 2
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The History of Acorns part 2

Plus a Shadow solo

The caverns were dark, now that the glow from the chaos emeralds were gone. Knuckles held
the torch, while Ekyt searched. They walked on silently. Knuckles looked over, seeing the
young man with a serious look on his face. That was one reason he was going to make a great
guardian someday.

With his long black coat swishing and his hazel eyes glowing like a cats, Ekyt held out his arm.
Knuckles stopped as Ekyt pointed upward. A crack of light was shining through. Ekyt held the
torch as Knuckles clambered up the wall and looked through. Dragons. Vesuivious. He
hopped down.

"A buncha dragons up there. We should get moving. The last thing we need is a confrontation
with a bunch of fire-breathing, scaly- off!" Knuckles never finished the though as he hit the dirt,
as did Ekyt. Thousands of arrows were flying through the air. One hit Ekyt in the arm. He
plucked it out without a word and combat crawled forward. The torch snuffed out for a moment,

and when it did, Ekyt hit a wall. Head-first. "Ow. That freakin' rock." Knuckles tried not to
laugh.

He took the torch and struck it against a wooden beam, creating enough of a spark to ignite the
torch. He moved forward, until Ekyt seized one of his dreadlocks. "What the...?!" Knuckles
said as Ekyt pointed again, down this time.

Knuckles had almost stepped off a cliff. "There's no way across for a human. Knux, you glide
across, I've got an idea. Knuckles did, trusting his prot&eacute;g&eacute;'.

Knuckles waited at the other end. A large poof of wind nearly knocked him over. "Thanks,
Dulcy.” Said Ekyt. "Anyone ever tell you ya know how to make an entrance, kid?" "No. Well,
maybe Linda, but no one else. Thanks for the compliment.”

They walked along until they saw the exit. Unfortunatley, the thing guarding the exit also saw
them...

End
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Shadow sat in the hut he shared with Hope. She was out, playing with Amy Rose and Tails.
Shadow had clocked Tails by mistake when he yelled "TAG" and hit Hope. He apologized, but
laughed all the way home.

He grinned. That subsided quickly, as he thought of that strange human in that weird coat. He
thought that all humans were scum. But this one was different. He made an effort to help
Shadow. A friend that was a human. Except for Maria and Hope, no human had ever treated
him well.

Shadow stood up and walked to the former Floating Island. He would seek out the temporary
guardians, the Chaotix, to see if they could tell him anything about this human.

"Nutin'." Said Vector. "He looks soooooo cool." Said Charmy. But Espio knew something. "I
trained with him. We exchanged knowledge of martial arts. | believe he talks with Linda-Su.
She seems to know him pretty well." Shadow zoomed off.

Linda-Su sat by herself in her study. The hours were longer, the nights nearly unbearable
because of fear. Two champions were off on a perilous quest with no contact. She missed
Ekyt. She thought about him quite often these days. She wondered if he thought about her?

Shadow entered without knocking. Linda-Su, startled by his presence, took a moment to calm
down. "Hi Shadow." She said. "Linda-Su, | need to ask you something. What do you know
about that strange human's past? " Linda thought. Who did he mean. Then it hit her. "All |
know is that he knows martial arts. And that he was bullied a lot." Shadow nodded. "Thanks."
He turned and left.

Linda-Su watched him go. "Huh!" she said. | wonder what he wanted that for? She thought.
Oh well. A storm was going on outside. She curled up with a book, but fell asleep quickly.

Shadow mulled over what he knew. There was nothing that accounted for the human's
friendliness. Then it hit him.

End of Part 1

What does Shadow know?

The history of Acorns part 3 is up next.

Any questions about the story, leave a comment and | will answer on your profile.
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The history of Acorns part 3

Plus Shadow Solo

The thing was massive. It's was that of a dragon. It had no arms or legs, but it still looked evil
nonetheless. Knuckles suddenly fell to the ground, groaning. "No, no, not again. P-please."
Ekyt soon felt the plight. This monster made them relieve their worst moments. Ekyt
remembered his Grandfather's death. Remembered being bullied. Remembered being pushed
down the stairs at school, while a bully walked away. The memories were as painful as any
attack.

Then he remembered being arrested. Linda-Su. The thoughts shattered. Ekyt struggled to his
feet. "Knux! Think of Julie-Su!" Knuckles soon was on his feet again. They both dodged
behind the thing, avoiding it's eyes. With two hits, they sent the creature crashing down on the
rocks on the cliff. They both raced toward the end of the tunnel.

Arctic cold filled the air. Ekyt tossed Knuckles a leather jacket before asking "Where are we?"
Knuckles said, through chattering teeth, "The polar end of Mobius, by the feel of things." He
said sarcastically. They trudged on through the snow. It was an hour before they met any
opposition. In the form of roboticized walruses.

One jumped on Knuckles. He bent his knees and sent the thing sailing. Ekyt followed with a
kick, his foot sinking deep into it's blubber. Another was going after the exhausted echidna.
Ekyt followed with a series of kicks. His feet never touched the ground, he just bounced off the
blubber again and again.

But Ekyt could continue for so long. Soon the walruses just piled on. They forcefully carried
the tired creatures back to the base, deep inside the arctic tundra.

Handcuffed in a cage, they were greeted by a familiar, though unwelcome sight. Robotnik.
"Well, well, well," he said "Two of the creatures who forced me here. | think I'll roboticize this
red dog first, then deal with this useless human. "Ya know pal, if | had a face like yours, I'd try
to make up for it with some sort of a personality.” (Credit to Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles the
movie." Robotnik hit the human in the jaw. He didn't flinch. Knuckles was led away.

Ekyt worked to hatch a plan. Knux would be a robot in seconds. There was only one option...
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"Robotnik, wait...l...you win. Let the echidna go, and you'll have me."

What happens next.

Shadow Solo

Shadow knew why this human seemed so...nice. They were both bullied. But, thanks to
Sonic, he was spared his fate of becoming what he despised most: A bully. All this time he
thought he hated humans, but he hated bullies. Of any kind.

He went to Knothole. On the way, he saw Geoffrey Saint John pushing around Tails. Shadow
walked over and caught the end of the exchange.

"No way, Saint John, Sonic is better."

"No way, lad. I'm the better hero. Sonic isn't even fit to lick my boots."
"Sonic is a better hero and friend that you could ever hope to be!"
"Why, ya little pest. I'll... Gahhh!"

Shadow held Geoffrey. He simply cold-cocked him.

He still hated humans, but he decided not to let anyone take advantage of him or anyone else.
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"Well, know this is a surprise. Fine. Snively!" "Yes, oh round one?" Snively answered meekly.
"Take the echidna to the middle of the tundra and leave him. I'll handle this little spitfire." "As
you wish, my rotund master." He led the shackled Knuckles out the door.

Robotnik turned back to Ekyt. "Well, boy. You've got guts. No brains, but guts. So tell me.
Why are you here?" Ekyt stared ahead, as if he could see through Robotnik. "So, the silent
treatment. Swatbot unit 14789-3, bring me the torture devices. Aw crap, thought Ekyt. Hope
Knux is okay.

Knuckles was released in the middle of the tundra. He turned to Snively. "Hey, scuzzbucket!"
Snively turned. BRACK! Knuckles nailed him and quickly stole the key for the handcuffs. He
had to rescue that kid. He had to explain that to the swatbots that were in his way.

"Tell me!" Whap-Shu! The whip cracked down on Ekyt's bare back again and again. His shirt
was used to gag him. It didn't matter. It was buying Knuckled time. "Not talking yet? We'll see
if we can change that." Robotnik held in his hand a hypodermic needle. "Know what's in here?
A special blend from the tundra landscape. If | inject you with this, part of your blood freezes.
Temporarily, of course. | want you to be of use to me as a robot slave. This is very painful. Do
you want to find out how painful. Answer me!" he slapped the seventeen year old again.

Ekyt struggled to a vertical base, his lip bleeding, his eye black. Then Robotnik spied the gash
the arrow left on his arm. He jabbed the needle violently into it. Ekyt gritted his teeth, though a
hiss escaped. Robotnik chuckled at the human's pain. "Now, will you talk?"

Ekyt stood again, even grinned. "You know what's really pathetic? You can't beat me without
me being tied up. Fair fighting never was your specialty. Was it? Always hiding behind some
robot and running away when you get be..." Ekyt doubled over in pain. Robotnik stood over
him and laughed.

Knuckles charged into the room and nailed Robotnik in the chin. He helped his
prot&eacute;g&eacute; up. "C'mon, we gotta get outta here!" Knuckles urged the kid on. He
struggled to his feet and they made a break for it. "Knux...Gimme...ring" Ekyt choked out.
Knuckles handed him a gold ring. Ekyt put it on his arm.

He felt a warm sensation. His arm was healing.

Robotnik was up. He hit a self-destruct button. "Run for it if you can, slime!" he yelled, as he
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zipped away in his hovercratft.

Knuckles started to run, but Ekyt held back. He caught up, holding something bound inside his
shirt.  "What've you got?" Ekyt held up a golden book with an Acorn on it. "The book of
Acorns! How did you get it?" "Power rings have the ability to find other magical sources. This
was hidden under the floor. | stole it as Robotnik was escaping. Wanted to buy you some
time." Knuckles looked in amazement, then shook his head. "Let's just get back to Knothole."

End

Linda-Su

Linda-Su threw a punch, which Sally dodged. Linda caught her leg and flipped her. Sonic
Zipped in.

"Sorry ladies, but you've got a visitor. Two actually." They followed Sonic to the royal palace.
Knuckles knelt near King Elias. "...And that's how it happened, sire." The King turned toward
Ekyt, who was massaging his back from the beating he had taken. He shirt was wound tight
around his arm.

Sally raced in just behind Sonic. "You've got it! | don't believe it!" Sally took the book to her
study. Ekyt smiled, then grimaced and returned to massaging his back. Linda walked in. She
saw him in the corner of the room and ran to him.

"l...missed you." She finished lamely. He looked up into her eyes. Then his eyes scanned the
room. Everyone was busy. He kissed her quickly. "I missed you, too." Then he blushed about
7 shades of red, and turned and walked quickly away.

Linda-Su stood there, unable to move for a while. He cared.
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With the Book of Acorns retrieved, Ekyt and Knuckles, along with Sally and Sonic, return to the
Echidna high command in Haven.

Kneeling before the esteemed echidnas, Knuckles and Ekyt told their story. The high
command, with Locke, Archimedes, and others, nodded their approval. "Have either of you
suffered injury?" asked Locke. Ekyt rubbed his arm without thinking about it. Knuckles
answered: "I myself have a small case of frostbite, but he...well, maybe you better show
them..."

Ekyt nodded and took of his shirt and turned his back to them. "Hmmm..." said Locke, "What
caused this injury?" "Robotnik whipped me, sir." "And why did you let him?" "With all due
respect, | didn't have much choice. | was handcuffed. My arm was wounded by an arrow in the
caverns, then Robotnik gave me a dose of something that freezes blood. It was healed by a
power ring." Locke thought for a moment, then conferred with the others. "Princess, may |
speak with you?" "Certainly, Locke." She and Locke walked into the main area of the Grand
Conservatory.

Ekyt looked over at Knuckles. A strange look marred the echidna's face. Ekyt really didn't
know what to think.

"Are you sure Locke? | mean, has he really done anything wrong?" Locke stroked his beard.
"Princess, we are governed by age-old laws on Echidnapolis. He has broken a rule. It may
seem unfair, but... Ekyt. Please allow me to confer with you."

Ekyt got up and walked over to Locke. "What's happening, Sal?" Sally choked back tears.
Locke returned and spared her the problem of telling Knuckles what happened. "By order of
the echidna high council, Ekyt you are banished!"

Ekyt's normally white face turned even whiter, though he knew better that to argue. "Under
what grounds?" he asked. "The misuse of a power ring to heal yourself. That is for emergency
use only. Please turn in your ring." Ekyt did. He shook hands with Knuckles and the Princess
and left.

They stared after him. "Locke, please, he was sent nearly to his death and simply wanted to
complete his mission.” "I'm sorry Princess, but this is out of my hands. The council has
voted."

Ekyt walked alone. He was beyond grief. He needed to be alone.

So he walked for miles. There was nothing he could do. He just wandered aimless until he
was off Echidnapolis and even past Knothole. He had stopped only to grab food and the few
possessions he kept. He left a note for Linda-Su. As far as he was concerned, his days as a
somebody were over. He now only wished to slip into the margins, as he had done before he
came here.
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With a last look at the island he sought to protect, and the people he cared for, he set off.
Alone.

Next Issue: The backlash
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Linda-Su read the note. It had been years since she had cried. But now the tears flowed
freely. She dropped the note and left. She headed for Mount Fate. She had to find Knuckles.

"Knux! What happened? Is there anything we can do?" The words just can forward.
Knuckles just shook his head. "I tried to reason with the council, but they refused to relent." He
sighed. "They're laws are out of date and useless.” Linda stood there for a moment.

Just do what he did. Throw yourself into your work. She made a record number of arrests that
day, though she barely noticed. Her heart ached. She hoped he was alright.

Ekyt trudged through the damp jungles of Mobius, machete making a narrow path. He did his
best to make the path undetectable. He didn't want to drag anyone else into this.

He was still welcome in Knothole. But he couldn't. Not yet. It was just too painful. He decided
to stop. It had been a full day before he stopped traveling. He had made good time. To
nowhere. He was nobody. Just like he wanted. Just like before. He stuck his machete into a
tree as he made a bed of leaves. He laid there, thinking.

He had to keep moving. To escape. Movement was life. He moved from his bed, and
destroyed it with his machete. He sheathed it and moved forward.
After another day, he came to a clearing near a stream. The materials around were suitable for
long-term shelter. He set to work. He took his time. There was no rush. He had nobody,
nothing. But himself. Just like old times. But without the false optimism.

He trained by night. He didn't know why. Maybe the darkness hid him. Hid him from himself.
By day, he slept or gathered food. Though slimmer, he was stronger. His body was tougher.
Not that it mattered. He had only himself to impress. Or blame, depending on the mood.

Back in Knothole, the residents returned to their normal lives. They scarcely noticed the
missing human. Well, almost everyone was normal. The small group he had worked with,
Tails, Amy, Sally, Sonic, and even Shadow missed the human's help.

Sonic still had super speed, Sally was still a princess, Tails could still fly. But they were without

the comrade that had helped lead them to victory. A narrow victory. What would happen
without him?
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The Next Guardian Issue 19 The backlash part 2

Ekyt stared at the wooden roof of his hut. His home. He could never get used to thinking that.
He was banned from his home. He pulled himself off the soft earthen floor and took a walk.

In a week he had fortified and camoflagued the place with rocks. Through his binoculars he
could make out Knothole. Far away. He sighed and retreated behind his wall of rocks. He
heard a noise in the bushes. He grabbed his throwing knives and threw one where the feet of
his attacker should be.

Linda-Su stepped out of the brush. She wasted no words but ran over to him. She hugged
him, then pushed him away. "No time. We need you. Knothole is under siege." "It's not my
problem. Not anymore. There's nothing over there for me anymore.” He grumbled. "Not even
me?" she asked with a sad smile. "Not even-huh?" She smiled again. "I moved to Knothole in
protest. So get your stuff. Knothole's in huge trouble."”

Without another word he scrambled to get his stuff. He started toward Knothole. "Hold it. Why
walk when you can ride?" She moved back the leaves to reveal a motorcycle. "My police car,”
she said by way of explanation.

He climbed on, and she climbed on behind him, and, after a moment's hesitation she wrapped
her arms around him. She felt his tight abdominal muscles. She saw the back of his neck
blush. But she just held tighter as he throttled it.

He dodged around trees and roots. Knothole was in site. So was it's attacker. Robotnik. Of
course.

"Stay here!" Ekyt said to Linda-Su. He shot the bike forward. Standing on the seat, he readied
himself for the jump of a lifetime. It was too high. But that could change.

Robotnik heard THUNKTHUNKTHUNK! He looked over the side to see throwing knives in the
side of his hovercraft. Clinging to one was that meddlesome human.

Ekyt looked up and saw Robotnik. He used the knives to climb up face to face. "Chill out,
chubby." He said matter-of-factly. He reached into the hovercraft and pushed all the buttons on
the dashboard. Robotnik lost control.

Ekyt free-fell the five feet and landed perfectly. "Curse You!" Robotnik shouted. Ekyt never
stopped moving. The pent-up rage he had felt the last week came out all at once. With a roar,
he charged robotnik's minions. He threw a series of Knives and then dove in the fray,
punching, kicking, elbowing.
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Sonic, who had been exhausted, had the break he needed. He jumped back in the middle.
Between Ekyt's raw power and anger, and Sonic's speed and agility, they destroyed the robots
that were plaguing Mobius.

The battle was won. The human had returned. But things weren't the same. He was being
booed. "Now hold it, what are you mad at me for. | just helped save all of you!"

What are they mad about?

Find out next issue

The Big one- Issue Twenty!
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The Next Guardian Issue # 20: The Perilous Journey

"You're mad at me because | don't fit in?" Ekyt said to the group. He was being bullied all
over again. Linda-Su came over and put a supportive hand on his shoulder.

"Yeah, and we don' like it when ya hang out with that echidna bimbo." Yelled Geoffrey as the
crowd gasped. Ekyt looked calmly over at Linda, who gave him a solemn nod.

He pounced and soon was all over Geoffrey. Geoffrey fired desperately and struck Ekyt with
an arrow in the shoulder. Sonic held back Ekyt, while Bunnie grabbed Saint John.

"Allright, that's enough. | think he belongs here, but there is a way to find out. That is, if my
brother is willing. Oh, and we need the echidna high commands permission.” She went to find
King Elias and her father while the crowd muttered excitedly.

"Geoff's a jerk, but take it easy. Oh, and thanks for the rest earlier." Sonic said. Ekyt just
looked down and nodded. "Hey, man , you'll be allright. We need you. Just remember that."
Sonic clapped him on the shoulder and walked away.

"Geez, don't you ever take care of your wounds?" Linda had a bandage. She wrapped it
around his shoulder and shot an angry look at Geoffrey. "Linda..." he asked. "You don't think
l...well...don't belong, do you. | mean..." She kissed him on the cheek. "Does that answer your
guestion?' she asked softly. She saw him turn red again. He looked into her deep green eyes.
For a second anyway. Then he looked at the ground again.

"Announcing, King Elias and the Esteemed Maximillian Acorn!" King Elias wheeled in his
father. "l have spoken with the echidna leaders and they have agreed that Ekyt can serve
penance as well as prove to you that he belongs.” He paused and looked at the crowd. Daring
someone to argue. When no one did, he continued.

"Sir Ekyt, please approach me." Ekyt did and kneeled before the king. "For your penance, for
want of a better word, you must complete three tasks: Number One: You must steal a dragon's
nose ring. Number two: you must travel to the parallel universe and defeat three enemies. You
also must bring back proof. And Number Three: You must confront Robotnik and rescue at
least 10 captives."

The crowd gasped. Ekyt still kneeled, but had turned whiter than usual as he asked his only
guestion. "Sire," he began, "This will allow me to resume training as a guardian?" The king
nodded. "On behalf of all the citizens of the Kingdom of Acorn, | wish you the best of luck."

The crowd seemed to feel sorry for Ekyt. The jeering stopped. No one threw garbage. Ekyt
and Linda-Su left through the crowd. "Take my bike." She said when they were away from the
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crowd.
Ekyt paused. It's now or never, knucklehead. Do it quick.

"Linda...I...I'll miss you." Then he kissed her. It was an innocent kiss. Linda and Ekyt closed
their eyes and savored the moment.

Seconds later it was over, and turned red and looked at the ground. "Wish me luck." Said
Ekyt. He mounted the bike and was off.

"Good Luck." Said Linda-Su.
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21. The Next Guardian Issue #21

Ekyt set off. He really wasn't sure what to think. He just knew that he had to get this right.

First stop, Vesuvious. This would take stealth. Rather than the caverns, he took the direct
root. Since the volcano was inactive, he could go in normally.

He threw the grappling hook. It took a couple of tries, but he hooked in on a piece of rock. He
gave the rope and experimental tug, then began the climb. Don't look down...

He made it over the top and scrambled to an edge. The dragons were all asleep, minus two
sentrys. He moved to a lower ledge. Then another. Finally he was close enough to...

The ledge crumbled and Ekyt fell. THUD! He coughed and dusted himself off. A fiery blast hit
next to him. He was eye to eye with a dragon. "Easy, I'm just here for a nose ring. See?" he
held out the paper from the king carefully. The dragon let loose a powerful roar. All the
dragons came flying in, forming a circle. Crap, this isn't going too good..."

"What's the commotion," asked Glint, the leader. "Human sir. | say we singe him." One
dragon sentry snorted a flame just inches short of Ekyt. He didn't flinch. Glint circled the
human. He took the paper from the guard and read it.

"A ring? Well, there are two ways to get a ring. The first one is to slay one of us in combat..."
"No way! I'm not killing an innocent dragon." Ekyt said flatly. The old dragon smiled. "I can
see you are pure of heart. So, the second way is your other option. You must retrieve a ring
from the pond the appear at, and let us fashion it into a black singe ring." The old dragon
leaned on his staff, awaiting an answer. "I'll do it." Ekyt said. "You have just an hour to
retrieve it. Best of luck."

"Would you like a ride, Ekyt?" Dulcy asked. "No thanks Dulcy. I'm forbidden to ask for help."
The dragon gave a sly grin. "l asked you!" she said. Ekyt raised an eyebrow, then returned the
grin. "Sure. That | can do.”

One short dragon ride later, Ekyt was at the pond. A ring should pop up...

With a "sploosh," a ring came forward. Ekyt grabbed the ring and hung from a tree limb. Until
the branch got cut.

Ekyt let go and landed on the other side of the pond. He turned to face the assailant. It was
more robots. "lovely." He snarled.

They fired as he dodged behind a rock. He had left Dulcy a distance back. He regretted that
now. He leaned out of the rock and threw his staff. It knocked the guns from their metal hands.
He sprang out from the rock and threw a vicious kick. He used that as propulsion to the other
swatbot. He reached into it's sensors and yanked out whatever he could reach. The swatbot
ran into the pond with it's vision impaired. "Bedtime for bonzo!" exclaimed Ekyt as he turned to
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the other metal moron. It shot and struck his already injured shoulder. Can't use the power
ring this time. He thought.

He ducked the second shot and rolled at the swatbot's feet. He used his staff that he had
retrieved and swept it's legs before jamming the stick into the optical sensor. He used that to
fling it into the pond, where it sparked. Ekyt took that as a warning and dove for cover. It
exploded. Most of it missed but a flying bolt struck him just below the eye. He shook it off and
headed back to Dulcy. Time for the ride back to the volcano.

Sonic and Knuckles

Sonic dove as Knuckles came gliding down. He used the momentum for a Sonic spin that
caught the echidna.

"Good work, rad red!" Sonic said as he helped Knuckled up. "You too." Said Knuckles,
massaging his back. "Neat move at the end."

They decided to get some water from a spring nearby. "Hey, Knux, d'you think that kid will do
it." Knuckles gave Sonic a look. "Sure. He's tough. He's been trained by the best, too."
Knuckles pointed at himself. Sonic chuckled and said "Its just not right. What did he do wrong.
| think something's up." Knuckles nodded in agreement. "Yeah, but what."

Sonic shrugged. "Dunno. But we better check it out. Starting with your high council.”
Normally, Knuckles would've taken offense to this, but his father had been acting weird.

"Allright.” Sonic gave a thumbs up. "Race Ya!" Knuckles just rolled his eyes.
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22. The next guardian issue # 22

Ekyt and Dulcy arrived at the volcano with only 30 seconds to spare. "Excellent work. No one
before you has completed it within the time limit." The old dragon smiled. "Your quest is
certainly noble. Wolpar! Fashion this ring accordingly."”

AFTER THE RING IS FINISHED

"Thank you again, Glint. And you, Dulcy. | owe you." Ekyt bowed to the creatures. "You are
most welcome. The choices you have made show you to be trustworthy. A trait we dragons
admire most. Go, now, and complete your task." Ekyt left Vesuvious, the black singe ring in his
pocket. As he walked, he felt a slight chill. Oh well. He had left his trust coat with Linda-Su.

He jogged to the cosmic interstate. He checked his list. Three opponents. Hmmm. They
would probably come to him.

He walked into the universe. Immediately, he was tackled by a blue hedgehog decked out in
leather and shades. "What's the hassle, schmassle?" the hedgehog said sarcastically. "You
tell me, porcupine." Ekyt said. "That's "Hedgehog", bozo. Sonic the Hedgehog to you."
(Everyone remember the parallel sonic from the original Archie comics series?)

"You wanna go?" asked Ekyt in his tough-guy voice. "You betcha. | haven't had a real fight in
a long time."

They circled each other. At first, it seemed the hedgehog would win. Until Ekyt rolled out of
the way of a spindash and threw a backflip kick that sent the hedgehog on his quill. Ekyt
moved in menacingly.

"Yo, pal, take it easy. You win. The next one ain't gonna be easy, though." "Sonic" snarled.
"Just hand over the shades, blue boy. Now." He grumbled, but complied.

"Who's next?" Ekyt snarled. "That would be me, you pathetic human wuss!" He turned to face
a leather clad Knuckles. "Bring it on, immitaion echidna!"

The scuffle continued with neither gaining the upper hand. Ekyt was the more skilled, but he
had already fought two battles. An uppercut to the jaw left him with a bleeding lip. That, and an
attitude adjustment.

Now he was mad. He charged, putting all of his energy and concentration. Thirty seconds
later, he won. Knuckles handed over his leather hat.

"Now who?" Ekyt wondered aloud. "That's me," said a familiar voice. Ekyt turned to face him.

The evil Sonic and Knuckles jumped him and held his arms behind his back for his next
assailant...
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End

Sonic and Knuckles walked to Locke. "What do you want?" he snarled. "Dad, | need to know
the truth...Why did you banish my prot&eacute;g&eacute;'? He did no harm.

Locke smiled, not at all a comforting gesture. "Because | needed him out of the way to deal
with you two!" Sonic and Knuckles were both frozen.

TO BE CONTINUED...

45 of 319



23. The Next Guardian issue 23

The evil sonic and knuckles held Ekyt's arms back. He decided to bide his time and conserve
his energy. The face he looked into was his own. "Not you again." Said Ekyt through gritted
teeth. His evil twin smiled. "Me again." Whap!

He had slapped Ekyt. "Well, well, well, what do we have here?" He removed the bandage
from Ekyt's arm. "You disgrace us both," said the evil Ekyt. "Can't do anything without a boo-
boo, can you?" he said mockingly before spitting in his face. He flicked Ekyt's ear. Until Ekyt
bit his finger.

"Ow!" He used the distraction to throw his assailants and rush his counterpart. He darted
behind him and took him down. They tussled in the grass. The good Ekyt took punch after
punch, while trading off some of his own. The creatures piled on. Ekyt, with one more burst of
strength, flung them in different directions. "This is between you and me, coward." Ekyt yelled
to his evil "brother" "Fight your own battle." "Why should | do that?"

Time was running out. Ekyt had to diffuse this situation. He used a throwing knife to pin the
evil ones down before holding "himself* hostage. "Give up, or you're done." The evil Ekyt
raised his arms. "Gimme your coat. Now!" The evil him did as he was told.

Ekyt grabbed the coat and stared down his enemies. His hazel eyes had a cold look. The evil
clones ran away. Ekyt walked back toward the cosmic interstate. Just one more task.

The last task was to rescue ten prisoners from Robotnik. He stood outside the factory. He
could try the stealth approach, or he could let himself get captured. No. If he was captured,
Robotnik called the shots. He decided on plan "A"

Or he would have, had he not been captured at that moment by Snively and a team of thirty
swatbots. "I give up." "Good choice, runt." Said Snively. He shackle Ekyt and marched him
inside.

In the war room, Robotnik paced. Then the doors slid open with a swish. His most hated
human enemy was in his grasp once more. Robotnik broke into a smile at the site. He started
to talk, but Ekyt was faster. "So, slime-bucket, what are you gonna do to me this time. I'm
alone, so take your time. Oh, and Blubberbolts, | would suggest Atkins." Robotnik growled and
grabbed a weapon. It shot a laser that broke Ekyt's cuffs.

"Just you and me." Ekyt taunted. He gulped inwardly. | hope this works.

Robotnik opened fire. He had forgotten that this was his own war room... Ekyt rolled behind a
critical machine. The machine that could contact the robots. "Curses! Oh, how you'll pay for
that." Robotnik continued to fire. Ekyt snuck up from behind. He tapped Robotnik on the
shoulder.

"Eh?" said Robotnik. That was before Ekyt's fist slammed into him. Ekyt picked up a weapon
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and locked and loaded it. Time to finish the job.

To Be Continued...

Linda-Su had restless dreams. About war. About Ekyt. Ekyt. She sat up with a start. What a
dream! He had been hung by that creepy skunk Saint John. She shuddered and grabbed the
coat she used for a blanket. It was his. She sighed as she breathed in every fiber. It smelled
like hope.

She turned on her back and stared at the ceiling. A human and an echidna? How had that
happened. No matter how, it did. He cared. That kiss told her that. She smiled fondly at the
memory. | wonder how he's doing. Maybe I'll check out Mount Fate. For some reason, that
was where she went to think.

As she arrived, she saw a strange site. Sonic and Knuckles were bathed in a green glowing

light. And they were frozen. She started towards them, but a hand on her shoulder stopped
her. "Another for my collection."” Linda-Su didn't even have time to scream.
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24. The Next Guardian Issue # 24

The Next Guardian Issue # 24

Ekyt raced down the corridors, blasting open cell doors. He stopped at the end of a hallway to
make sure everyone was with him. A collection of animals followed him. He counted them...10,
20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 69. That was more than enough. He just couldn't leave anyone behind.

They encountered no resistance until they were outside. Snively and his thirty swatbots again.
Only this time, Ekyt had the advantage. "Take cover! Move!" he shouted. Animals struggled to
comply. "What? Swatbots, open fire!" Ekyt dodged behind a rock, then sprang out, the
weapon in his hand blazing. He had mowed down twenty before the ammunition ran dry. "Got
you now. Swatbots, capture him." Ekyt fought them the best he could, but it was an uphill
battle. Until a group of four prisoners helped him.

"Charmy, take out Snively. Espio, do your thing. Mighty, chuck this rock. [I'll do my usual."
Vector and the other Chaotix began to help. That left two for six for Ekyt. There had been
worse odds.

He ripped off one's head, and threw it like a bowling ball, knocking over two other swatbots. He
pole-vaulted off his staff an threw a kick into another. That left three more. Um, actually, they
were all destroyed. Espio had pulled his chameleon moves off and destroyed the rest.
"Everyone okay?" Ekyt yelled to the group. They all answered in the affirmative.

"Thanks for your help, Chaotix. You got me out of that mess." "Our pleasure.” Said Mighty.
"Okay, Knothole is this way."

Two hours later...

Everyone was accounted for. Ekyt received no dirty looks, and no insults. He was
congratulated several times, though. As he knelt before the king, he presented the proof that
he had done the three deeds requested. "Well done," said King Elias. "To be honest, | never
doubted you were one of us." Ekyt blushed with pride, and mumbled "Thank you sire"

Now it was on to the floating island.

Issue # 25: Ekyt vs. ???

Find out next issue!
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The Next Gardian Issue 25

"You. But...you're dead. You've gotta be." "Fool! I'm immortal. The power of eleven chaos
emeralds coarse through my veins. Do you really expect to defeat me? A mortal? Hah" "It's
happened before-Enerjak! Or whatever you call yourself. Now you let Sonic and Knuckles go."
He rushed Enerjak, but stopped as Enerjak held his other prisoner up above his head. Linda-
Su.

Ekyt stopped. "What do you want, Enerjak” Enver mind. It's always a chaos emerald. Put
her down and I'll show you where it is." Ekyt looked resigned. Enerjak smiled that vile smile
and set her down. Ekyt began a brisk path to Mount Fate.

"So, this is the place, is it? Get if for me! Now!" Ekyt grinned and then turned toward Enerjak.
"Boy, being alive for years certainly didn't do much for your wisdom, did it?" Ekyt threw a right
cross punch that caught the ancient echidna in the jaw. "You'll pay for that, boy!" He threw his
shoulder into the seventeen year old. Ekyt hit the ground and rolled immediately into his legs,
knocking off his balance. Enerjak punched though, sending the human into Mount Fate. He
cocked a weapon and aimed it at Ekyt. Ekyt stared down death with hatred. This had to be it.

"Chill out!" Sonic slammed into Enerjak and moved the blast away from Ekyt. "Didja miss me,
gramps?" shouted Knuckled, gliding into him. "Gahh! Fools. You'll pay!" "Ekyt! Catch!"
Linda-Su threw him his staff. Ekyt caught it and bashed Enerjak in the head, though he was
rewarded with a kick to the face.

"Get...50... rings. [I'll hold him off." Ekyt and Enerjak continued the fight as Sonic dashed off,
with Knuckled in tow. Ekyt blocked a shot with his staff and used the momentum to deliver a
strike. Enerjak threw him. He landed on his feet and came back. Ekyt dodged a blast with that
weapon and used his staff to vault over Enerjak and deliver a sweep kick that swept the
echidna off his feet."

"You know, for someone "immortal" you sure fight like a wuss!" taunted Ekyt. Hurry up guys!
he thought. Enerjak struck down, but Ekyt blocked with his staff. It was a stalemate. "You're
through" Ekyt snarled. "Your mistake was going after my friends...Dmitri." The echidna let
loose a scream. Ekyt broke the stalemate with a kick to the stomach. Then two blurs rushed

by.

"Mix 50 rings, add some chaos emeralds, stir, and you have...SUPER SONIC and HYPER
KNUCKLES" All three attack, driving Enerjak back to his imprisonment. Enerjak was almost
into the chamber. Linda-Su held something...A chaos syphon! "Linda! Go for it!" She switched
it on. Enerjak screamed, but soon was nearly drained. "Curses! You haven't seen the last of
Enerjak!" He fled.
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Sonic and Knuckles lost their super forms. They were tired. Ekyt was exhausted. And he
ached. He hadn't noticed it before. But as the adranaline left him, his body became fatigued."
Linda and Sonic helped him up while Knuckles retrieved his staff.

"Nice work, Ekyt."

Somewhere in Knothole, a saucy yellow hedgehog watched through binoculars. So that was
the famed Ekyt. Sasha had her next target.
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The Next Guardian Issue # 26

Sasha (From Texas_Luver's fanfic "Reality check”- Thanks for letting me use her!) watched
the human struggle to his feet. Then he was hugged by that echidna Linda-Su. She licked her
lips. He could be quite a challenge. She was a sucker for underdogs.

Ekyt got to his feet. He was embraced by Linda. "God, do you ever noticed you get injured?"”
She had spied the blood on his shoulder and his cut lip. "C'mon, easy does it, let's get you
cleaned up. Then you can clear your name with the real Locke." "The real Locke?" Ekyt asked.
"Yeah, | saw him when | unfroze. Enerjak had gotten the jump on him, too." Ekyt frowned.

"Then maybe I'm not banished..." A glimmer of hope appeared in his eyes. Linda-Su smiled.

"Oh, Ekyt, there you are!" a voice sang. "Huh?" Sasha sauntered up to him and kissed him on
the cheek. "C'mon, sweetie, let's go grab a bite." "What, hold it, who are you?" Ekyt asked.
Sasha bumped Linda with her hip. "Oh, just thought I'd" she breathed "Thank you." She
moved to embrace him, but he was helping up Linda-Su.

"Who's that." Snarled Linda. "Never mind, time for a little girl talk." She put on a false smile
and took Sasha by the arm. "Let's have a little chat." Sasha gave Ekyt a wink. "Be back
sweetie!" she said as she blew him a kiss.

Ekyt turned to Sonic and Knuckles, who were both laughing hysterically. "Do either of you
know who she is?" Ekyt asked. Sonic answered, "Yeah, she homed in on me once. She likes
to wreck relationships.” At that moment, The two women were yanking each other's hair. Ekyt
moved between them and pried them apart. "Look," he said, trying to be polite, "l don't even
know you. I'm sorry, but I'm with Linda here." Linda made a move toward Sasha, but he held
her back. "Easy, | don't know her. Let her be. She'll go bother someone else." They walked
away.

"Huh!" Sasha said, stamping her foot. Well, she'd just have to get rid of Linda-Su. This guy
was no Sonic, but he'd do. At least until she met someone better.

Linda was sitting on Mount Fate, thinking about today's strange encounter. Ekyt was off,
talking with the Echidna High Command, along with Knuckles. "Hi, sweetie." Sasha handcuffed

Linda-Su and gagged her. "Sorry, honey. This one's mine." She sauntered off, looking for
Ekyt.

MEANWHILE ...
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"And that's what happened, Dad.” Knuckles had explained everything to Locke. "Hmmm, I
see. | never would have allowed Ekyt to be banned. Misuse of a power ring, indeed." He
turned to Ekyt. "You may resume training as a future guardian. "Thank you, sir." Ekyt bowed
and left. He had to tell Linda the good news.

Sasha hurried up along side him. "Hey, welcome back. | heard you're not banned anymore."
She put her arm around him. Ekyt blushed, but told her firmly. "Look, | have no interest in you.
It's nothing personal. Well, exept for the fact that you like to ruin relationships. Now, please,
find someone else." Ekyt continued his walk to Mount Fate.

Sasha, normally yellow, turned red with anger. He was harder to crack than Sonic. Then she
spied Knuckles. "Hmmm. He'll do." She jogged after him.

Ekyt gound Linda-Su, still handcuffed and gagged. He took off the gag. "Who did this to you?"
he asked "That smutty hedgehog." As Ekyt went to work on the handcuffs, she asked "Be
honest, Ekyt. Did you know her before me?" Ekyt gave her a comical look with his eyebrow
raised before shaking his head. "No. I've always been a lone wolf. Until you helped me come
out of my shell a little." Snap! "There we go. Now, what do we about her?" Linda grinned. "I
have an idea..."
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27. The next Guardian Special # 1

The Next Guardian Issue 27 :Welcome back party special part 1

"Hey Knux, gotta warn you. Stay away from the hedgehog.” Knuckles grinned. "You know
I've only got eyes for Julie-Su." Ekyt nodded. "Now, | just wanted your permission. You know
how diamonds are a girl's best friend? Well, Linda-Su thinks that emeralds should be a
hedgehog's best friend.” Knuckles look confused until Ekyt explained the plan."”

LATER

"Hey, Sash. Sorry "bout that. Had to put the show on for Linda. You know | can't resist
beauty.” Ekyt grinned. He flashed a thumbs up to Knuckles and Linda outside the window.
Ekyt cozied up to her. "Now, how about | kiss you goodnight?" He asked. "But it's the middle
of the day." She said. Ekyt smiled. "Not for you, it's not!" "Huh?" said Sasha before green light
covered her. "Hey! What's going on?" "Change of plans, baby." Linda-Su and Knuckled
walked in. Together, they picked her up and carried her to the cosmic interstate. Ekyt said to
Sasha. "Here we are. Maybe my alter self will like you better. Oh, and stay away from Linda."
They tossed her in.

The alter Ekyt looked up to see what was causing the shadow. He caught the hedgehog,
who's emerald prison disappeared. "Hey there," he said. They walked off.

"Good riddance!" said Linda. She looked up to Ekyt. He blushed. He still couldn't make eye
contact with her. He hugged her, though. "Hey, I'd better get back to training. But I've got a
surprise for you later." He walked off with Knuckles.

IN TRAINING

Ekyt threw a kick, back flipped, and landed in front of the emerald. He untied the cloth
covering his eyes. His placement was perfect. "Your instinct to protect the emerald is almost
fully developed." Knuckles said. "Thanks Knux. I've gotta go." Knuckles grinned. "Yeah, me
too. You ready for this?" "No!" said Ekyt. "Aw, c'mon, you know me and Julie, and you know
Linda. Look, it's not a date." Ekyt blushed at the word and mumbled. "Just...my...first...don't
know..." Knuckles chuckled. "Relax, this is a group thing. Tails and Amy, Sonic and Sally, Me
and Julie-Su, and you and Linda-Su. No big deal. Just chill. Let's get ready."

Ekyt wore his red shirt, with black pants and his long black coat. His normal look. Knuckles
wore atie. Ekyt walked to Linda's and knocked. "Hi" he said. "You ready?" Yup
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EARLIER

"...And so, in honor of Ekyt being welcomed into our society, there will be a celebratory party.
Thank you all for your time." King Elias finished his speech.

PRESENT

"I'm sorry about that whole Sasha thing..." Ekyt said, looking down. This was killing him. He
liked her, but this was awkward. She smiled at his obvious embarrassment, and put her hand
on his shoulder, and stifling laughter when his neck turned red. "Hey, not your fault. Let's go."

So the party began. Everyone was having a good time. But the life of the part was Tails and
Amy Rose. Until their bed time. Sally, who treated Tails like a little brother, put him and Amy to
bed. The party continued. Until a robot crashed through the wall. "Wha..." Ekyt herded
everyone away from it. The he joined Sonic, Knuckles, and Shadow in the standoff.
"Robotnik!" they all said.

"Right, pathetic animals! Sorry to crash the party, but | wasn't invited. "No Duh, "Buttnick. You
have a bad habit of spoiling the atmosphere.” The robot lashed out one giant hand and sent all
four of them flying. They all hit the wall, but were back up in an instant. "You know the old
saying," said Robotnik, "If at first you don't invade, try, try again." He laughed as he launched
missiles, arrows, and lasers at the group.

TO BE CONTINUED...
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28. The Next Guardian special part 2

The Next Guardian Special #1 part 2

Sonic and Shadow moved the guests out of the building while Knuckles and Ekyt distracted
Robotnik. Tails air-lifted Amy (They woke up when they heard the confusion). Amy swung her
hammer and cracked the giant robot's windshield. Glass hit Robotnik. But he made the robot
knock them out of the air. Knuckles caught Amy and Ekyt caught Tails. "Good job. We'll finish
it." Ekyt climbed up on a table. "Hey Robo-brain! Thirsty?" Ekyt threw a half-full punch bowl at
Robotnik. Controls sizzled from the liquid. "Cursed!" Robotnik shouted as he tried to control
the robot.

The robot took the supports off the building. It was going to collapse. Knuckles and Ekyt dove
out windows as the building collapsed. Robotnik was beneath the rubble. Sonic and Shadow
had returned. The robots legs were sticking out. "Let's take away it's mobility." Said Shadow.
The group nodded approval. Before they could do that, one giant leg kicked out and caught the
group by surprise. Sonic and Ekyt each jumped and run up the leg. Knuckles took the
unconscious Amy's hammer. "Ekyt! Here!" He tossed the hammer. Ekyt caught it and
pounded on one leg while Sonic worked on the other with a spindash. Shadow and Knuckles
took thick boards from the building and used it to pry up the broken building. Piece by piece it
lifted.

Robotnik snuck behind the group. He took the uncouncious Tails and Amy. He jumped in his
hidden hovercraft and shouted. "Foolish mamalls. I've got your tenacious little rugrats. Back
off if you want to see them ever again." They all stepped back hands raised. "Good." Robotnik
muttered something into his dashboard communicator. Seconds later, swatbots surrounded the
four left standing. "Now, I think I'll take you two." Robotnik pointed at Sonic and Ekyt. "You
two have forced me tear the hair from my head." Ekyt laughed. It was time for a gamble.
"From where? There's nothing up there, chrome dome." The group laughed as they guessed
his plan. The swatbots shackled Sonic and Ekyt. Three pairs of handcuffs each. Two sets of
leg shackles. Even chain around their shoulders for good measure. Sonic and Ekyt let them
do it. Wait for it...

"Run for it! Bug out!" Knuckles and Shadow ran unwillingly. Robotnik grabbed the human by
his shirt and snarled "That was a mistake. We may both be humans, but | think we know who's
smarter." Ekyt laughed. "Yeah, that's an easy one. Why do you set yourself up? I'll say it. I'm
smatrter, right." Robotnik punched the human in the jaw. "If you were, you would have kept
quiet.”

They were marched miled, with swatbot rifles jammed in their backs. Ekyt looked down. "My
fault Sonic." Sonic just shook his head. "No, it's not. Just bad luck mixed with evil." Ekyt still
looked down. He spotted a sharp stone. He looked at Sonic expectantly. "Yo Butnik, don't
look now, but it looks like the freedom fighters want a word with you." Robotnik looked to the
left as Ekyt kicked the stone up into his fists. This'll come in handy he thought.
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"What happened?" asked Amy "Yeah, why can't | move?" asked Tails. "Be quiet, you pests."”
Snively hit Amy and Tails. Ekyt and Sonic both turned red with fury. They both dove forward
and hit Snively with their heads. Ekyt landed painfully on the side of his face. Sonic nipped-up
and jumped up and down on Snively. Until he was shot in the leg.

"There goes your speed, you super blue pest." Robotnik cackled. "I'll heal someday, “butnik.
And when | do..." For the rest of the journey Sonic walked with a limp.

They arrived at a dark-looking building. "Welcome to my prison. You are either roboticized or
dead when you come here." Robotnik cackled. "Question from the crowd!" said Ekyt. "You

missed the part where we escape and beat you to a pulp.” Robotnik threw them all into a cell.
He held Ekyt back. "l am going to make you regret ever coming here."

WHAT IS ROBOTNIK GOING TO DQO?

56 of 319



29. The Next Guardian issue 29

The Next Guardian Issue # 29

He threw Ekyt into the cell. The human's neck snapped back. Robotnik slammed the door and
laughed as he walked down the hallway. Ekyt shook the cobwebs loose. He took his
sharpened rock and went to work on his cuffs. He had picked the locks on all of them, then
handed the rock to sonic, who did the same.

Tails and Amy were mad. Amy Rose blamed herself. Ekyt strode over.

"Are you okay?" he asked, kneeling down to them. "l wish | had my mallet. | would break
Robotnik in half. Ekyt smiled. "You've got spunk. Tails, how you holdin up?" Tails was
pacing, resigned. "Just fine." He said shortly. Ekyt left him to his thoughts.

Sonic was looking at his leg, trying to pull the bullet. "Sonic, this'll hurt for a second.” Ekyt
took the slim, sharp rock and reached it in and popped the rock out. There wasn't much blood.
With nothing else to use, Ekyt took off his shirt and tied it around Sonic's leg. All he could for
now.

"Food time! Hope you like slop." Snively cackled and shoved bowls of the disgusting gunk
through the bars. Everyone ate but Ekyt. He ate half, then looked at it. He saved it. There
had to be some use.

They had taken his knives and staff. Amy's mallet was back in Knothole. Sonic couldn't run
yet, and the low ceiling prevented Tails from flying. No way in or out but through the door.
They had to bide their time.

"Okay. Talils, you fly Sonic out. Amy, you and me are gonna tackle eggman and free the rest
of the prisoners. Remember the flip thing you did (Ekyt and Linda-Su taught Amy self defense)
to me and Knuckles. Do it to Robotnik. I'll keep him busy. Then make a break for it. Any
questions?'

Sonic said "Are you serious. | am sooo gonna tackle Robotnik." He stepped forward, but
winced. "Okay, you're plans fine. I'd just be a hindrance.” Sonic looked down. "Sonic...can |
ask a favor?" "Sure, Ekyt, what's up.” If I don't get out of here, tell Linda-Su I..."

The door opened. "Now!" yelled Ekyt as he threw the mush that was food at the swatbot,
clogging it's sensor. He took his gun and blasted it into a pile of junk. "Amy, stay behind me."
He was counting on Robotnik underestimating her. He ran down the hall, freeing prisoners.
"Follow the flying fox!" he yelled. "Tails, get them outta here! Ready, Amy?" he said. Amy just
smiled.

Ekyt kicked open the door. "Remember what | said Robotnik? 1 told you I'd get out. No face
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me!" Robotnik snarled and turned toward him. Until Amy hit him in the head with the rock that
had opened the shackles. He turned toward her. Ekyt got down on his hands and knees and
Amy threw a kick. Robotnik stumbled. Amy seized his arm and threw him with a thud. Ekyt
bashed all the buttons on the control panel. One had to open the gate.

"WARNING! SELF DESTRUCT IN THIRTY SECONDS AND COUNTING!" "Aw crap. | dind't
want to do that! C'mon Amy, climb on me piggyback.”" Amy jumped on and Ekyt ran. He pulled
out the black singe ring the dragons gave him (See Ekyt's quest to redeem himself) and hoped
it still worked like a regular power ring. He put on a burst of speed. Ten seconds. Three robots
came out, firing. "Go Amy. ['ll deal with them." "No you won't!" She threw a kick at the first
one while Ekyt dealt with the second two. Five seconds. The door was in sight. They dove.

The explosion was movie-violent. Robotnik's prison exploded, tongues of flames shooting out
the windows. Then the whole thing collapsed.

"You okay, Amy?" Ekyt asked. "Yeah, just a little shaken up.” They ran back toward Knothole.

IN KNOTHOLE

"My God, they did it! They made it." A wheel-chair ridden Sonic shouted. The others all came
running. They praised Ekyt. Amy looked sad. "Well, all of you have Amy Rose to thank. She
flipped Robotnik over!" Everyone fussed over Amy. Ekyt smiled and winked. Amy caught up
to him. "You didn't have to tell them that." She exclaimed. Ekyt just chuckled and said "I just
told them the truth. You did most of the work, Amy." He kept walking, pretending not to notice
Amy getting kissed by Tails.

"...And that's how it happened, Linda." She grabbed him and felt his ribs. "I'm just a little
bruised.” He said. "That's called a hug, you dope.” She made dope sound like a compliment.

SEE YOU IN ISSUE 30!
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30. The Next guardian Issue # 30!!!

Ekyt had been training only physically to be a guardian. He needed mental and spiritual
strength as well. Knuckles' latest exercise was a test of Ekyt's instincts to protect the emerald.

Ekyt was blindfolded and walked around. "Okay, I'm sure I'm in the chaos chamber. Now
what?" Knuckles checked the video monitor he was watching Ekyt on. "You are in the room
with the emerald. Now, concentrate.” Ekyt took a comfortable stance, with his weight centered.

He heard a whirring sound. He moved in front of where he thought the emerald was and took
a fighting stance. The whirr came closer. Robot? At least one. The whirr got closer. Ekyt
showed no sign that he heard it until he threw a kick. He missed by about an inch. He ripped
the blindfold off and kicked the robot, sending it flying into the wall. Knuckles came in and tried
to calm Ekyt down. "Relax, everyone misses. You were only, like, an inch off. You did
everything else right. Well, except the whole temper thing. It happens to the best of us." He
looked his watch. "That's enough for now. Take a rest. We'll try again later."

Ekyt left the chamber and went for a short walk to mount fate. He looked down through a pair
of binoculars. He considered himself a vigilante of sorts. A threat to the emerald, or his friends,
was a reason for a fight. Knothole was quiet.

Ekyt gazed a little longer, then took a walk to a new casino that had opened. The name was
Double N's Playtime Palace. Ekyt walked through the doors. The place was shimmering. Slot
machines. BlackJack tables. The whole deal. The manager's office was in the corner.

The dealers all wore strange smiles, as if fixed. They smiled, win, lose, or draw. Ekyt stuffed a
coin bearing the princess in a slot machine and pulled the lever. Lemon, Lemon,... Seven.
Rats, thought Ekyt. He moved on to a blackjack table. After losing a couple hands, he moved
on again to poker.

Ekyt couldn't win. Not my night, he thought. He walked toward the bathroom, when he heard
a voice from the manager's office. Two, actually. Australian accent.

"So, we kidnap the guardian, steal the emerald, and give it to our employer? Easy. Knuckles
and that kid oughta be easy pickings for us. When do we pull it off?" A female voice answered
"Tonight." They laughed. Until Ekyt kicked the door open. "You were saying?" Ekyt stared Nic
and Nack the weasels in the face. They drew weapons. Ekyt jumped out of the room and hit
the dirt. He started to tell the dealers to get out. But they just grinned. He yanked on one. Off
came it's mask. Robots! Aw crap, another long night. He thought.

To Be continued.
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The Next Guardian Issue 31

Ekyt stood his ground. Should find a wall, he thought. One direction they couldn't attack from.
"Well, | see the junior guardian decided to hit the town tonight. Glad he picked our place, right
sis?" Nack gave his sister a toothy grin. "Yeah, lucky for us we heard you. And lucky for you,
we just want to kidnap you, not kill you."

Ekyt said nothing. Remember what Knux said, use your instincts. Ekyt dropped his arms in
mock surrender. Then he flipped back behind a table and flipped it onto three of the robots that
were after him. Nic and Nack laughed. "I'd expect nothing less from a future guardian. You
guys don't do things the easy way, do you?"

Ekyt wasn't armed. Perfect timing. He could give up, but he had already caused too much
trouble for the others. Fight? Well, he was outnumbered, but he'd seen worse. He decided to
play the waiting game. "So, you're after the emerald? Sorry, not gonna get it. Or me. Or
Knuckles. Hate to burst your bubble, but for two top of the line bounty hunters, you leave
empty-handed a lot." Two robots charged. Ekyt slid through their legs and pulled up the
carpet, putting them on top of each other.

But he couldn't keep this up. He needed some help. A shout from this far away couldn't be
heard. Except by an ultimate life form...

"Shadow!" Ekyt shouted. More robots rushed as Nack and Nic looked panicked. They had
planned for normal people, not this. The metal maniacs left their mark on Ekyt. He lay on all
fours, breathing. Blood coming from his nose and lip. His forhead was cut. His ribs ached.
But he couldn't let up. He threw kick after kick.

A black hedgehog holding a yellow chaos emerald burst through the door. He had Ekyt's staff.
Without a word, he threw Ekyt the staff. "Chaos...Blast!" Ekyt took cover behind the table he
had overturned earlier. Most of the robots were destroyed. One of those that functioned threw
gambling chips at incredible velocitys. The emerald was knocked away from Shadow. Nack
shot a cord that wrapped around Shadow, leaving him helpless.

"Hang on, Shadow."” Ekyt knocked three robots away and dashed for the emerald. This must
have been the spare emerald Knuckles had told him about when he first started training. Nic
saw the emerald too. She whacked Ekyt with her tail. He recovered and grabbed hold of the
emerald. With the other hand, he tossed his knives into a decorative tree near Shadow.
Enough of the blade was sticking out. Shadow cut himself free and joined the three-way fight
for the emerald.

Nic whacked them both with her tail and shot a cord at Ekyt. He jumped, but it caught his legs.
In desperation, he threw his staff. The emerald shattered.
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"No!" The cry came from all three of them. It split in three pieces.

Swoosh. Something swooped in and scooped up the emeralds. Rouge the Bat stood at Ekyt's
head. She dropped two bombs on Shadow and Nic. "Well, if it isn't the human again." She
untied him. "I'm Rouge. Charmed." She said as she held out her hand. Ekyt shook her hand.
"So, you work for Knuckles. Well, we have a choice, don't we." She said. "Since | have the
emerald, | call the shots, so don't get any ideas. | will trade them for one of two things:
Knuckles, or an ancient relic. Which is it gonna be, handsome?" She smiled seductively.

Ekyt couldn't risk the emeralds anymore. "Well, | can't get you Knux, put | can get you this
relic. What do you want." Rouge smiled. "Why, | want the fragments of the white comment.
You know, the one that almost destroyed Echidnapolis?" "I'm familiar." Ekyt spat. "Good. So
get all your little playmates, and get me the comet. Then this gaudy trinket is yours."

She dropped one more bomb and flew off.

TO BE CONTINUED

NEXT ISSUE: THE QUEST FOR THE COMMENT.
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The Next Guardian Issue #32

"You okay, Shadow?" Ekyt asked as the smoke cleared. "Fine." Shadow growled. Ekyt
clapped him on the shoulder. "Thanks for the save.” Ekyt turned to walk away. "What do you
think you're doing. That emerald was mine. I'm coming, too. Plus that blue pest should come."

"Sure, I'll help. 1 owe you one from that whole robot thing. Let's juice.” They moved at a quick
pace.

They reached the crater where from which Echidnapolis had broken away from the earth.
They searched the crater. Ekyt saw a white, glowing round thing. He dug it out and held it up.
That was it. Too easy.

A piercing light shot through the group. Athair stood before them. "That is a sacred piece of
Echidna history. What is your reason for taking it from it's resting place." Ekyt stepped toward
Athair. "A chaos emerald is being held hostage until we recover and return the pieces of the
comet.” Athair looked thoughtful.

"Very well. If all of you pass the three tasks required, it is yours. To you, blue one. You must
return to the zone of silence and retrieve three toad creatures. You, the other hedgehog, you
must successfully protect Knothole village from all attacks. And as for you, human." Athair
paused. "A future guardian? Well, Impressive for a human, especially one so young. Your
task will be to go to devil's gulag and bring back that traitorous canine. But, be forewarned,
Drago is no easy adversary. He has since been roboticized. Begin, all of you, and may the
descendents of Steppenwolf watch over you." The ancient creature vanished.

Let's get this over with, they all thought.

Sonic Solo

Sonic raced to the Zone of Silence portal. His mission was definitely the easiest. Those little
toad pests were easy pickings. He stepped into the zone. "This'll be cake," he said. An axe
chopped the ground in front of him. Sonic gulped.

Spoke to soon, he thought. He ran up the axe's handle and socked it's owner in the face. It
was the former warlord, Kodos. "Foolish hedgehog. You shall not pass alive." Sonic dodged
another hit, but got caught with a backhanded swat from the giant beast.

Hope the Others are doing better, Sonic thought to himself.
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HOW ARE THEY DOING? FIND OUT NEXT ISSUE
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The Next Guardian Issue # 33

Shadow walked around Knothole, searching for a threat. Without the emerald, this was going
to be harder. He saw a lone swatbot. Shadow ran up and smashed it. He took it's weapon.
Time to keep moving. "This is easy,"” Shadow said to himself. "Wrong, hedgehog!" Shadow
looked up. "Robotnik?!"

Meawhile, Ekyt found himself at devil's gulag. Drago must be one of the toughest here, he
thought. Some were just returning after Snively broke them out. More like being returned.
Most had gone back to their old criminal ways, but they were all pretty much easier to catch,
because they had been dealt with before. Ekyt talked with the guard, a strange looking animal.
It was orange in color, with multiple arms and legs. The thing seemed to be an evolved spider.
No time to deal with that now. I've gotta find Drago.

That shouldn't be too hard. Ekyt heard a howl. He moved hurriedly toward it and found
Drago. The other prisoners seemed to be serving him. Ekyt pushed past them and walked up
to Drago. "Have you food for me, human? Or are you food?" Drago laughed. "Neither.
You're gonna come with me." Ekyt looked him straight in the eyes.

"Says you, small fry? Tell you what, you beat me and two of my buddies here, and I'll come
along quietly.” Two menacing thugs stepped forward, cracking their knuckles. Ekyt stood his
ground as the prisoners made a circle around the combatants.

Sonic raced around Kodos until the creature lost him. Sonic jumped, and formed into a spiny
ball and cut his axe. He took the stick and ran it into the giant monster's shins. He lost his
balance and toppled, hitting his head on a rock, which knocked him out cold. Sonic raced past
him. He found a ton of the frog creatures. He quickly grabbed three and raced out of the zone
before Kodos came to. His mission was done. What about the others?
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Drago stared down Ekyt. The human didn't blink. He stared straight ahead as though through
Drago. "Either move or you're mine, kid," said Drago. Ekyt reached out his hand. Then he
smiled. "Shake, boy, shake." Drago's cellmates literally howled with laughter.

Drago snarled and swatted at the human, who jumped aside quickly. Three slash marks
appeared in his shirt. Show no pain, you're a guardian. Ekyt jumped forward and tackled the
bigger animal, and threw punches rapidly. When Drago finally threw him off, he was a mess.
His white fir was stained with blood, both his and the humans. "Mangy cur!" he snarled. "Go
back to the kennel, pup."” Ekyt countered. His eyes danced around the room. He spotted a low
pipe. As Drago lunged, he jumped as Drago ran underneath him. Ekyt popped down, taking
the pipe with him. CRACK!" Drago fell, unconscious. The guard, the spider looking creature,
shot a web that engulfed Drago. "You have earned him. Do with him as you will." Ekyt picked
up Drago and carried him back to the hole that was Echidnapolis. Athair would know what to
do with the dog.

Shadow stared down Robotnik. "I want answers, doctor. Why was | created. | have to know."
Robotnik laughed as a claw grabbed Shadow and lifted him face to face with Robotnik. "Your
past won't matter. Because your future ends here!"

At that moment a blue spiny severed the claw. Shadow landed on his feet. "You blue bane of
my existence!" Robotnik yelled. "Stuff it, lord lard.” Sonic yelled back. "Gladly." Said Robotnik.
A hammer had replaced the hook. "I'll stuff it, or more accurately, you, right into the ground!
The hammer moved down as Shadow and Sonic raced out of the way. "Chill, Y'all." Bunny
came out of the brush. "Ahm afraid Ah'm gonna have to put my foot dowhn, sugah-bot." Bunny
extended her robotic leg and stomped at him. Robotnik dodged it. Then something hit his
eyes, blinding him.

"Bullseye!" Exclaimed Princess Sally. She had shot a concentrated paintball from her slingshot
(From Sonic Super Special #1 In Your Face- N.G.) Antoine used his sword to cut the hammer
off. Robotnik raced away, defeated. "Nice work, everyone."

At the crater, Ekyt held the captive wolf. "Athair, show yourself!" he yelled. Athair appeared
and walked, or more accurately, glided toward him. "You did well. You have earned the
comet.” He handed it to Ekyt. Three Crystal parts landed around him. "It's yours, Rouge!" he
shouted upward, toward the tree branch where she had been hiding.

She swooped down and took the comment. "Nice work, kid." She flew off. "Thank you, Athair.
I hope | will not disappoint you." Athair smiled and disappeared.

Ekyt walked to Mount Fate. A lone figure stood a top it. "I'm back.” Linda started to hug him,
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but he stopped her. "l have this bad habit of getting hurt. What do you think doc?" He
shrugged off his shirt, trying not to wince. She did. "Aw, geez. Not deep, but that's gonna hurt.
Best to rinse off at the falls." He nodded. "All right. Just let me get outta this and grab my
other clothes. And my bathing suit." He walked off. Linda-Su rolled her eyes. "What a
whackbag! He keeps going on these goofy missions. One of these days he won't be so lucky.
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35. The Next Guardian Issue # 35 (Request!)

While Knothole celebrated another victory, Ekyt tended to another wound. He jumped in the
water and moved around, trying to get the dried blood off him. That little thing bled a lot. He
scrubbed at his chest and stomach with his hands as it finally the blood finally flaked off. He
dried himself off with a banana tree leaf, since there seemed to be a lack of towels on the
island. He used a cave as a barrier to get dressed again. He wore a white shirt, black pants,
black and white shoes, and he had his coat, but it was too hot today. He walked out of the
cave. Linda-Su helped him bandage his stomach. The pressure helped his ribs immensely.

"Thanks." It was her turn to blush. "Yeah, but take better care of yourself, will ya? I'm gonna
run out of bandages, or you'll run out of blood." She tried to keep a straight face, but couldn't.
"Yeah. That'll be the day." He looked up at the falls. The water rushing was peaceful. "I
wonder if I'm cut out for this hero stuff. | mean, everyone else is, well, special. Sonic has his
speed, Tails can fly, Amy hits thing with a hammer, which, by the way, hurts. And Shadow
can...Mpph!" "Shh!" Linda pointed up. Ekyt looked. She kissed him on the cheek. He turned
red, then laughed. "You know, | just can't keep getting embarrassed at that. 1 like it. Wait,
what's that." Linda waited for a kiss, but instead saw a dark thing fly overhead. "What is that?"
he jumped up and ran after it. Linda-Su sighed. There he went again. To busy to show
affection. Of course, he was making progress. Still, it was frustrating. One human on the
island, and he's the shy type. She ran after him, drawing her pistol.

WHAT'S ATTACKING THE ISLAND? FIND OUT NEXT ISSUE!

To the Readers:

| wanted to describe the fan characters that | own that make an appearance. Feel free to draw

them how you picture them, but please leave credit to my fan fic. | would love to see how
everyone thinks they look. Just a general request, since | can't draw humans the best. And
Echidna'’s from the back are hard, too.

Ekyt is about 5'8, on the thin side, human, hazel eyes, typically seen in a red or white T-shirt,
with a long, black, trench coat (I want to get one!) and original design Adidas shoes. He is a
white male.

Linda-Su is Julie-Su's sister. She is a deep pink color, with green eyes. She wears a black
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vest, similar in design to that of Constable Remington. She either wears jeans or white karate
(Gi) pants, with black and red sneakers. When on duty as a police officer, she wears a blue
hat with a gold badge in the center, much like a regular policeman's.

Sasha is owned by Texas Luver.
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Ekyt and Linda-Su jumped down into the chaos chamber. Knuckles was already waiting.

"What's going on? What is that thing?" Ekyt asked. "Might be the Xorda again. I'm not sure
yet." Knuckles shook his head. "All | can figure out is it's not someone we consider a friend."
"Want me to check out?" asked Ekyt. "Yeah, good idea." Ekyt turned to go. "I'm going with
you this time.” Yelled Linda as she followed him.

They jogged along the path where that would take them in the direction that the ship landed.
Ekyt had his hand on his knives, just in case. Linda was to the side of him, pistol drawn. She
can take care of herself, stop worrying, he thought to himself.

They reached the crashed vessel and moved cautiously toward it. A figure stirred. Ekyt
decided to try to be nice. "Can | help you?" The figure dashed again. "Hey, do you need
help?" Again the figure dodged, but it was getting closer. Ekyt took a knife out. "Look, do you
need help?" The figure attacked. It was some alien. It reached out with a tentacle which Ekyt
slashed with a knife before throwing more into it's body. They just floated inside it. They did do
some damage, as the creature roared in pain.

Linda-Su fired at it's tentacles, lopping them off one by one. Ekyt leapt forward and drove his
walking stick into it's eye. It screamed and thrased it's one remaining tentacle. Ekyt took care
of that by jamming his staff into the ground on top of it, snapping it off. "Now, can you tell us
what the problem is without murdering us?" Ekyt asked. Then he heard a rumble.

He turned around in time to get slapped by a huge tentacle. He reversed his momentum and
hit the ground on his feet. He jumped over the next strike and then ducked under another. He
grabbed a tentacle and slid underneath the monster. It flipped over while two more moved in.
Linda shot them both.

Then she got hit. One of the creatures morphed a hand and took the pistol. "Wait!" Ekyt
yelled. "l give. I'm yours. Just don't hurt her. Do whatever you want with me. Just let her go."
They snapped some weird restraints on him and led him away.

Linda woke up, the ship gone. Ekyt was too. She had to find Knuckles.
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Ekyt was led onto the ship. They tied him to a table and stuck a needle in his arm. *Can you
understand us, human?*

"Yeah, | hear you. What do you want? *We wish to a chaos emerald. It would greatly benefit
our quest to take over the planet known as Mobius.* "And what do you expect from me?"
*Cooperation. You will take us to the emerald* "Sorry, | don't know where it is." *You lie,
human.* Ekyt thought for a moment.

"If I knew, wouldn't | have used it for myself? | know as much as you do." Ekyt kept his mind
repeating that sentence, since they could probably read his thoughts. *Do not test us human.
Do you want to make this difficult?" Yes, he thought. ZAAAAP! Ekyt was right that they could
read his thoughts. He just needed to buy time...

Linda ran into the emerald's chamber. "Knuckles, they got him." "What, who?" "They took
Ekyt. These alien things fought us and took him. We gotta get him back!" "Okay, just let me
get the Chaotix here and we'll go."

Meanwhile...

"Still not talking, so you can just zap me all day.” *We are growing tired of your sass, human.
Now, where is the emerald.* Ekyt smiled- "Well, it's up your butt(Censored!) and around the
corner." The aliens took turns checking. *Foolish human. You trifle with a superior species.*
"If you're so superior, why don't you just let me go and look for the emerald yourself?

AHHHHHH!

Ekyt fell into a mud puddle. That ship was only about 15 feet up, but that still hurt. He jogged
to the stream and washed off the mud. He felt strange. That stuff they shot into him must be
affecting him. (Do not do what Ekyt is about to do. This is very bad for you, and is only used in
this story as a way of continuing it. N.G.) Ekyt jabbed the tip of his knife into the wound slightly
to open it up. He then sucked up and spat out the poison. The strange feeling left him.

He ran back toward the emerald chamber. SMACK! He ran into Knuckles and Linda.

"No time, we gotta get help. There are about twenty of those aliens. I'm fine." Linda looked
down. "What's the matter?" asked Ekyt. "This is my fault. | shouldn't have come with you."
She kicked a stone aimlessly

"Hey, don't say that. | couldn't have tackled one of those things myself." She began to cry.
She didn't often. Ekyt thought for a second, then held her close. "It's okay. I'm fine. You did
fine. You're a crackshot." Do it, she needs it. Forget your embarrassment. She's been a
friend to you. He lifted her chin and kissed her for a few long seconds. "Everyone's fine. But
we might not be if we don't get help. Let's go."
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They all dashed off to Knothole.
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38. The Next Guardian Issue # 38

Sonic, Tails, Knuckles, Ekyt, Linda-Su, and Sally headed back to the island. The Echidna high
command wanted to see them all before they left. Ekyt and Knuckles knelt in front of them.
Locke began. "Knuckles, you are aware of the power a guardian has, when he is in tune with
the chaos emerald, are you not." "Yes Dad, | am." "Is Ekyt aware?" "Yes, but he has not been
approved by the command yet." A BOOM!" hit the Grand Conservatorium hard. As things
shook, Locke spoke urgently. "We think it time for him to have what is termed as a slight chaos
control." He turned to Ekyt. "First, | shall return your ring. | was not myself when | took this
away. Secondly, when you are "in tune" with the emerald, that is to say, both it and you are in
danger, you can draw from it's power temporarily. Each power is unique to the user, so even |
cannot say what you will do."

They left the underground shelter to face the new enemy. They didn't have to wait long.
Sonic, Tails, and Sally took the left side while Ekyt, Knuckles, and Linda-Su too the one's on the
right.

The battle began. Like days of old, the combat was hand to hand and intense. Sally and
Linda-Su held their own. Sonic dashed around one creature. It kept stabbing downward until
all it's tentacles were stuck in the ground. Tails then pulled it up, popping off the tentacles.
One down.

The battle continued. Tails and Knuckles were taken down. Then Sonic took a shot for Sally,
but recovered. Ekyt and Linda-Su took down two, with her shooting off the tentacles. Then
Sally and Linda both got taken down. Sonic was still stunned. Him and Ekyt were left. They
destroyed two more. Then Sonic took a shot that sent him into a tree.

Ekyt was alone. He kept his head, though. Freaking out would do no good. Then the
creatures started attacking all the others but him. He watched them writhe in pain. Watch them
struggle to get up, to breathe. They all fell.

Ekyt remembered what the Echidna elders said. He had some kind of power. It was worth a
shot. Then Linda took another shot and stopped moving.

Despair. He felt nothing else. No, useless emotion, think. Anger. That's it, anger. Think
Anger.
A scream came forth. It was everything he wanted to say, but couldn't. His ring glowed, then
he began to glow. He sped toward s the creatures and began pushing them back. Ekyt stood
alone...again. This time, they were playing for keeps.

Ekyt turned again. He could tell the emerald was about to fail. That left time for one more
rush. He looked at his hurt friends. Maybe he could...

Ekyt transferred the emerald's power, a little into each of them. They all revived, and fought

with renewed vigor. The creatures were pushed back. Ekyt's power left, and he fainted, his
wounds bleeding, his ankle twisted, his collarbone swollen, and his cut lip.
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The battle was won, but a champion may have fallen. The group stood over their friend. Linda-
Su knelt down and stroked his hair, a congealed mass of blood. His eyes flickered briefly, and
then...

WHAT NEXT! ISSUE 39 COMING SOON!
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39. The Next Guardian Issue # 39 Death is only the be

The Next Guardian Issue # 40

Ekyt landed crouched in a red area. He immediately identified it as the echidna afterlife.
Aurora came toward him. "Welcome, Ekyt. Your last act was unselfish. You have earned the
favor of guardians past.” She smiled and beckoned him toward a portal. Ekyt shook his head.
"Please, Aurora, send me back. | need to help them." Aurora frowned. "You are certainly
worthy, human. But do you wish to give up eternal bliss to return to war?" "Yes. | cannot
abandon the only people ever to accept me." "Do they, Ekyt?" Through telepathy, she made
him relieve the bullying he had once been forced to live through. Even the accusations at
Knothole. When they stopped, he stood. | could stay here...Be happy. No problems...NO!
The last thought came out as a word. "Aurora, with your blessing, | want to return. | know this
is not death. | want to go back." Aurora smiled. "You passed your test, Ekyt. You have
earned the favor of the guardians past. At first, they believed a human could only be selfish.
You have shown them another side. A kind side.” She smiled even more. "This is indeed not
the end for you. The echidna high command gave you a choice. You passed the test. You are
still on earth. All this is in your mind. To go home, just think it." She waved her hand and a
portal opened. "Thank you, Aurora. Please thank the past guardians for me." He dove through
the portal.

Ekyt woke up, friends crouched around him. "Oh God!" The voice belonged to Princess Sally.

"Are you okay?" Ekyt grinned up at her. "Yeah, I'll live. Everyone else okay?" Knuckles
answered. "Yeah, we all made it, thanks to you." Linda-Su still cradled his head. He offered
her a comical crooked smile. "Dear God..." She couldn't even talk. He blushed when he
realized his head was in her lap.

He moved it, and turned. She hugged him. A small groan escaped him. "Sorry. Ribs're killing
me." She relinquished her hug, embarrassed. Then she kissed him instead. "C'mon, we need
to get you cleaned up." Before they left, Ekyt shook hands with all of them, bowed to the
Princess with a groan as his ribs protested. Then they walked back to her cottage.

She sat him on the bed. "Get rid of the shirt for now. | grabbed another one for you. But we

gotta clean you up first." She wound bandages around his ribs. The pressure felt better. His
head had gotten cut. She compressed it to stop the bleeding before getting the blood out of his
hair.

This guy is so reckless. When is he gonna settle down. | know I'm only fifteen, and | know
he's still young, seventeen, but he's gotta settle down. She put his arm in a sling, then tended
to his leg.

"Thanks. Good thing you're so good with this medical stuff.” He told her about his "death."
She gasped at it. "Dear God. You have a guardian angel, kid."

Ekyt, usually clumsy when it came to being romantic, said just the right words. "Yeabh, it's you,
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isn't it?" They both laughed before she walked him back to the emerald chamber. A guardian
never stops being a guardian.

He trained, injuries and all, waiting for the day he would be a full guardian.

ADDITIONAL BONUS! ORIGINAL ENDING TO THE FIRST FIVE ISSUES!

As Ekyt and Linda-Su stood on Mount fate, they talked. When talk turned to his arrest, she
said "Sorry | had to arrest you." "No problem, you were just doing your job." Ekyt said, kicking
at some dirt aimlessly. He liked her, but a relationship scared him.

She shook her head. "No, | mean this time." He looked confused as she pulled out her
handcuffs. "You're under arrest for stealing.” He looked shocked. "What did | steal?" He

asked. She smiled. "My heart." She said as she moved toward him. "Guilty as charged." He
said as they kissed.

NEXT ISSUE: THE KNOTLHOLE STANDOFF!

ISSUE # 40!!!

This series was originally a short story for school. No, this is NOT the last issue! Just wanted
to throw an extra out to my readers. Thanks Everyone.Next Guardian will continue as a regular
feature. -

N.G.

75 of 319



40. The Next Guardian Issue 40 : Knothole under seige!

Sonic the Hedgehog raced along the Great Forest. With Robotnik as a renewed threat, the
Freedom Fighters were more militaristic. They wanted to end the threat now. Suddenly, an
image of Princess Sally falling to her death (See Original Archie Comic series) came to him. He
stopped running and shook his head clear. Just a bad thought. Then he thought of when the
princess married Antoine (Original Comic.) Then painful memories came flooding back. It took
all of Sonic's energy to get back to Knothole before he collapsed.

One by one, all the members of Knothole felt this. Over and over. They were powerless to
stop it. They were haunted by failure, and death. The city was defenseless.

In a control room, Robotnik laughed. "l see that you and | have quite a lot to offer each other.
Now, let's shake on it..." The evil Ekyt shook hands with Robotnik.

Meanwhile, our Ekyt had heard of the plague and had set off alone to stop it. Knuckles was
guarding the emerald. His wounds had healed. Linda-Su was going to come, but he asked her
to help Knuckles. She grudgingly agreed. The two had been inseparable as he had healed.
Now he walked alone.

His attire today was a white t-shirt, black pants, belt w/ a pouch of throwing knives, his trusty
Adidas-like sneakers, and his walking stick. He left his coat with the others. Kind of a last will
thing.

He jogged toward Robotropolis and easily dispatched three swatbot guards. He dodged into
an open door. It was dark inside. Then bright lights came on him. He shielded his eyes and
saw...himself. This wasn't a house of mirrors, so it had to be his alterego. He pretended not to
see his counterpart sneaking up. He felt his way around. Then he kicked. "Oof! Lucky shot,
weakling." The evil Ekyt snarled. (NOTE: FROM NOW ON, Good Ekyt Red, bad Ekyt will be in
black.)

"C'mon, you're me. You should've seen that coming. Just like | see you grabbing that pipe."
Ekyt dodged a swipe from the pipe and scrambled up the ladder of a nearby catwalk. His euvil
counterpart followed.

The two stared, an intense hatred in both their eyes. "Thanks for sending me that sexy yellow
hedgehog, jerk.” He struck while Ekyt blocked it with his staff. "You're proud of my castoffs?
Are you sure we're related. Besides, Linda-Su is much better looking. Much like myself
compared to you." The bad Ekyt snarled and moved forward, only to be caught by the staff.
Both weapons fell off the catwalk.

It turned into a duel. Time and time again it appeared that one Ekyt had the upper hand, but
the other always came back. Finally, bad Ekyt held on with one hand. The catwalk was ten
feet tall, not to far, but beneath him was a cement mixer.

Ekyt sighed. He had no choice. The hero in him had to help the guy, no matter how evil. He
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held out his hand. "Grab on! Hurry!" The Evil Ekyt just shook his head and snarled "I'd rather
meet my end that be saved by the likes of you." He let go and fell into the cement mixer.

(Note: Since there is only one Ekyt, Good Ekyt is now in black) He sighed. After a quick

prayer for his soul, he moved on toward the heart of Robotropolis. Time to jam up whatever
was causing these painful memories.
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41. The Next Guardian issue # 41

Ekyt reached Robotnik's chamber. The machine that was doing the damage was over in a
corner. Ekyt started to move toward it, but stopped when he felt a gun to his back. "Don't
move, runt,” growled Robotnik. "Not if you value your girlfriend's life." Robotnik gestured
toward the corner. There was Linda-Su, bound and gagged. Her eyes read urgency and
despair.

"Yes, | picked up this little prize after going after the chaos emeralds. Those troublesome
echidna's gave me trouble, but now that | have her, you will cooperate. He can't aim that
weapon at both of us at the same time. Ekyt sighed. "Fine. What do you want? Name it, that
let her go." Robotnik chuckled. "I want the chaos emerald. Show me where it is.” Now's my
chance. Ekyt turned slightly and grasped his ring. He and the emerald were in tune. He
moved a shield around Linda and then turned to Robotnik.

The emerald always drained him off energy, so he had to be quick. He turned and snatched
the gun from Robotnik and shot his machine to bits. The shield protected Linda-Su, but he and
Robotnik were in the open. He was forced to relieve the years of bullying, his temporary death,
all these painful memories. Linda grabbed him and dragged him away. The memories faded
the farther away he went.

"Thanks for the save." They both said at the same time. They walked back to Echidnapolis.
Ekyt was drained from the use of the emerald, so Linda-Su put him in his bed and stayed near
him the whole night. Knuckles checked in and saw everything was fine. He walked out.

Before Ekyt passed out, one last thought went through his head. Should | ask her?
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42. The Next Guardian Issue # 42

The Next Guardian Issue # 42

Ekyt rehabbed as quickly as he could. Things were hectic in this section of the world.
Robotnik had returned, Drago was on the loose, and that creepy parallel universe... Ekyt
changed positions, then looked at Linda-Su on his left and a new friend, Eden the cat, on his
right (From Violet_Rose- Thanks for letting me use them. Check out her section for more info
on these chars.) Eden had shown up at his hospital bed with some cure that would help him
heal faster. Ekyt was skeptical, but it had worked. Some yoga thingy...whatever.

The guardian-in-training sighed and stood normally. "Sorry, this yoga thing just isn't working."
Eden removed her foot from behind her head, as Linda-Su stifled her laughter at the goofy
position her, um friend, yeah, friend that just happens to be a guy, was in. Eden nodded. "It
really isn't for everyone. At least you tried. | know many males of all species who aren't secure
enough to try yoga." Ekyt nodded and tried to loosen his busted shoulder. The two girls went
off to get acquainted while Ekyt pondered more over popping the question.

An unfamiliar creature flew toward a cave carved into a side of a mountain. This particular
cave belonged to Rouge the Bat, who looked shocked upon opening the door to her cousin.
"Rouge, how're things?" said the other bat, Roxy. (Another Violet Rose) Roxy pushed her way
into the cozy cave and made herself at home. Rouge stifled her first thought of ripping her
cousin apart. Maybe there was some gain to this situation.

"So what brings you here?" Rouge asked, smiling her most charming smile. Like she hadn't
seen the jewels in her bag. Roxy smiled back. She's soooo easy to read. "Just dropping by. |
was just wondering what you were up to these days." "Oh, I'm still in the treasure game. How
about you. Are you still charming boys into doing your bidding?" Rouge batted her eyes
comically.

Roxy imitated Rouge's gesture. "Yeah, any cute one's around here." Rouge thought for a
moment. If | say Knuckles, she'll zero in on him. So, I'll sic her on that kid, "Well, there's a
human who's not too bad. He's hard too get, though. He's a pretty loyal fellow. He's got his
sights on this pink echidna. But she's no match for you, right?" If | can keep her distracted,
those jewels are mine....

Ekyt walked back and forth in his half of Haven, the home of the guardians of the chaos
emerald. What do | do? | like her, but do | love her? I'm so confused. Back in school, it just
seemed people were drawn together. Is this for real? Ekyt smacked his hand into the wall. He
let his head rest as he though about it. Should I...What?!

An alarm sounded throughout Haven. An unauthorized person was in the chamber. He darted

down the stairs to the chamber and stopped as he saw a bat. Rouge? No, she was different.
This one had brown fur. "Can | help you?" asked Ekyt. Best not to go in with guns blazing.
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Roxy leaned against the emerald and widened her eyes. She strode forward and held out her
hand. "I'm Roxy. I'm sorry, | just got lost. Could you help me find my friend?" Let's hope this
kid is dumber than he looks. She had to keep herself from smiling. Ekyt frowned. "Lost in an
underground chamber? I'm sorry, but | have to be a little suspicious." He looked her in the
eyes. It was a cautious look. Best to let Knux sort this out. "Sure, but we have to wait for my
friend to get back. | can't leave this place alone. | hope you understand.” "Oh, definetly. |
don't want to be a bother."

Knuckles came into the room, a look of concern on his face. "What? What are you doing
here?" Roxy just stared at Knuckles. Looks like cousin Rouge was holding out on me?
Knuckles inspected the emerald. "She says she got lost, Knuckles. She wants help finding a
friend." Ekyt looked at Knuckles, his eyes indicating that he was suspicious. Knuckles nodded
slightly. "Alright. Who's this friend?" Knuckles asked kindly?

"Well, she's my cousin, really. Her name is Rouge." Knuckle stopped short. "Rouge? Rouge
the bat? No way, this is a setup. This is..." Roxy sashayed forward and kissed Knuckles,
turning the red echidna even redder. Ekyt looked on. Not this again. Man, this is like a love
octogan!
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43. The Next Guardian Issue # 43

The Next Guardian Issue # 43

Knuckles turned red as Ekyt stood there, befuddled at what just happened. "Now wait a
minute, you jezebel! He's spoken for!" Ekyt pushed the two apart. She put a hand on his
chest. "Do you feel left out? I'm sorry." She kissed him on the cheek. Ekyt shook his head.
"Sorry, I'm already taken." Knuckles escorted her out. Ekyt couldn't help thinking he was
getting a little too cozy.

Eden and Linda were still talking in the workout center in Haven when Ekyt walked in, a
troubled look on his face. He sat down and explained the story to the two girls. Both shook
their heads. That reminded him...Should | ask. Is this for real? "l have to go." He turned
suddenly and walked out. Linda-Su shook her head and turned to Eden to explain. Eden
smiled. "This is classic. Do you want to try that move again?" "Sure.” The two went back to

yoga.

Rouge smirked as she rifled through her cousin's bag. Change of clothes... more
clothes...Aha! The jewels were definitely legit. Rouge swapped them with some false jewels
she kept for some petty crimes. She hid the real ones and sat down. | wonder how things are
going. She didn't have to wonder long. Knuckles came in with her cousin, both looking smug.
Rouge looked close and saw a lipstick print on Knuckles cheek. "What's going on here?"
Knuckles looked at Rouge. He wiped the print from his cheek. "I found your cousin here in the
emerald chamber. She asked me to help her find you." He turned to Roxy. "See you later." It
was almost a question. Knuckles left.

"What was that about?" Rouge snharled as she grabbed her cousin. "Oh, nothing. Listen,
Rougey, | gotta run. | think I'm gonna move here. Nice place, nice scenery.” She said the last
part so snottily Rouge wanted to slap her. Instead, she remembered the jewels. "That's okay.
Let me know if | can help." Rouge smiled sweetly, though her expression soured as she hugged
her cousin. It took all her willpower not to squeeze the life out of her.

Sonic perked up as the unmistakable kick-up of dust that was Shadow's trademark came
closer. He raced out to greet his "cousin,” only to meet a yellow and black hedgehog in a
purple jumpsuit. Sonic stopped short, as did the stranger.

Star's heart skipped a beat as she met her hero. No time for that now. "Sonic, | haven't seen
you in a long time, and I'm sorry it isn't under more pleasant circumstances.” Sonic cocked his
head. "I'm sorry, My name is Star. | am Shadow's sister." Sonic thought for a moment, then
smiled. "Good to see you again. Now, what's the rush?" Star lowered her head. "My brother
is, well, he's kind of out of control. | think I know why, but we need all the help we can get."
Sonic nodded. He lifted her up and raced off to the island to find Knuckles and Ekyt. "Sorry,
but it'll go faster this way." Star nodded, trying not to show she was enjoying it.
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As introductions were made, and it was decided who would go to control Shadow, questions
were running around. Finally, the conversation turned to Ekyt. Star turned to him. "A human?
I'm sorry, | just don't know if | can trust you...After what happened to my brother." Ekyt, already
under stress, almost snapped at her, but calmed down. "l understand, but ask anyone, they will
vouch for me." The whole room piped up and agreed. Star again nodded. "l suppose we need
all the help we can get. His claims to being the ultimate life form are true.”

Next: What has gotten in to Shadow?
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44. The Next Guardian Issue # 44

Shadow skated into the room. He was exhausted, his black fur usually shiny was now coated
with dust. "I'm done.” I'm the ultimate life form. But take away my emerald and I'm the world's
ultimate slave. Shadow hung his head. His "captor” looked upset.

"Look, Shadow..." Violet Rose stopped there. She had about to admit affections for him, but
that would make her like her goody-two-shoes counterpart, Amy. "Thanks for the help. Now, to
get the emerald, | want you to do my one more favor." She held out several pictures. Shadow
looked through them. "Sonic, Knuckles, Eden, Ekyt...and Star." He threw the pictures. "No. |
am not going to destroy my own sister. Keep the emerald." He strode away. Violet chuckled
as he turned around, just like she knew he would. Time for a deal.

"Okay, Shadow. Take out the human in the picture and the emerald is yours." Shadow looked
up at that. | swore | would never become this. But | have no choice. "Dead or alive?" He
asked as he gritted his teeth. "Alive. He holds the secret to greater power. If we strike at him,
the echidna will follow, and then so will the master emerald, and all it's little brother's and
sisters. Shadow left.

Violet sighed. Then laughed. She shed her skin and it was...Snively! "What a sucker. Now to
report back... | have him doing the final task now, master Robotnik." A projected image came
onto one of the walls. In the background sat the real Violet Rose. "Excellent. Bring me that
meddlesome kid, and all his little friends will follow.” The image switched off.

Back at the island.

A force barreled into Ekyt hard. He held the human still. "I'm sorry. | have no choice."
Shadow drew back his fist and was about to hit the human before Eden grabbed Shadow and
flipped him over. "l don't hold with senseless violence." She and Linda-Su double kicked him
in the face. He rebounded and was about to hit them when Sonic and Knuckles flew into him
and pinned him to the ground. "What has happened, brother?" "Star!" The female hedgehog
smiled sadly. "Yes, Shadow. | overheard what happened. This human has agreed to help you
with your problem.” Ekyt returned, carrying an emerald. "Shadow, this is for you. | said | owed
you one, and now | have a chance to pay you back." Shadow was cautious, but he took the
emerald. Then it was snatched away by a brown bat. Knuckles snarled "Roxy!"

Roxy winked at him and blew him a kiss. "Sorry, Knux. It's been fun." She turned to fly away,
but hit a white bat. Rouge knocked the emerald away and tackled her cousin. She fell almost
fifty feet. Sonic and Knuckles still had a hold of Shadow.

Ekyt kicked up dust as he dove and made a last-second catch. "What are you doing? She just
tried to steal from you!" Rouge was looking daggers at Ekyt. "She would have died Rouge. |
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don't intend to allow death unless | cannot prevent it." She put the bat down gently. Then he
tied her up. "I will, however, take prisoners should my job require it." Roxy shook her head
hard. "What do you mean, your "job?"" "I'm a sub-guardian of the chaos emerald." Knuckles
escorted Roxy to the edge of the island. She looked at him, trying to make him feel bad for her.
Knuckles shook his head and put her into the Mobian Badlands.

Ekyt helped Shadow up and held out the emerald. "Take it, Shadow. If Eden is right, we need
your help. Besides, the Shadow | know would want revenge." Shadow took the emerald.
"Grab on." He snarled. Everyone held on. "Chaos Control!" He bellowed. This would warp
them to a standoff with their enemy.
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