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Animation has evolved into one of the most powerful tools for storytelling, marketing, and
communication. Whether it’s films, advertisements, or business presentations, animation captures
attention like no other medium. But which one works best when it comes to creating an effective 
Explainer video? And how does a 2D animated explainer video compare to its 3D counterpart?
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0 - 2D vs 3D Animation: The Battle of Styles

Animation has evolved into one of the most powerful tools for storytelling, marketing, and
communication. Whether it’s films, advertisements, or business presentations, animation captures
attention like no other medium. Among the different animation styles, two dominate the industry: 2D
animation and 3D animation. Both styles have unique strengths, aesthetics, and applications. But
which one works best when it comes to creating an effective Explainer video? And how does a 2D
animated explainer video compare to its 3D counterpart?
In this article, we’ll dive into the world of 2D vs. 3D animation, explore their pros and cons, and
discover how businesses and creators can choose the right style for their goals.

The Power of Explainer Videos
Before diving into the battle of animation styles, let’s first understand why explainer videos are such
a big deal in the modern world.
An Explainer video is a short, engaging piece of content designed to explain a product, service, or
concept in a clear and entertaining way. Instead of lengthy blog posts or static presentations,
explainer videos use visuals, voiceovers, and storytelling to quickly grab the audience’s attention and
deliver information effectively.
Studies show that people retain 95% of a message when watching it in a video format compared to
just 10% when reading it in text. This makes explainer videos a must-have tool for businesses,
educators, and marketers.
Now, let’s break down the two main animation styles and see how they compete in creating such
impactful content.

What is 2D Animation?
2D animation is the traditional form of animation, where characters and objects are drawn on a two-
dimensional plane. Think of the classic cartoons like Tom and Jerry or modern TV shows like Rick
and Morty.
When it comes to explainer videos, a 2D animated explainer video is often the go-to choice. Why?
Because it is cost-effective, easy to produce, and highly versatile.
Advantages of 2D Animation:
[ul]
[li]Affordability: 2D animation generally costs less compared to 3D, making it ideal for startups and
small businesses.[/li]
[li]Simplicity: It is straightforward, clean, and gets the message across without overwhelming the
viewer.[/li]
[li]Fast Production: With the right tools and expertise, 2D explainer videos can be produced
quickly.[/li]
[li]Timeless Appeal: Audiences are familiar with 2D visuals, making them relatable and easy to
connect with.[/li]
[/ul]
Disadvantages of 2D Animation:
[ul]
[li]Less Realism: 2D lacks depth and realism, which can sometimes limit its appeal for more complex
or modern visuals.[/li]
[li]Limited Camera Angles: Unlike 3D, 2D can feel flat and less dynamic in terms of movement and
perspective.[/li]
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[/ul]

What is 3D Animation?
3D animation brings objects and characters to life in a three-dimensional space. Unlike 2D, it allows
for realistic lighting, shading, and depth, making animations look more lifelike. Pixar and DreamWorks
movies are prime examples of 3D animation at its best.
When used in explainer videos, 3D animation offers a highly immersive and polished experience.
Advantages of 3D Animation:
[ul]
[li]Realism and Depth: Objects look more realistic and engaging.[/li]
[li]Dynamic Movements: Complex camera angles and perspectives create a cinematic
experience.[/li]
[li]Modern Appeal: 3D often feels cutting-edge and innovative, aligning with tech-driven brands.[/li]
[/ul]
Disadvantages of 3D Animation:
[ul]
[li]Higher Costs: 3D is significantly more expensive to produce than 2D.[/li]
[li]Longer Production Time: Creating detailed 3D models and animations requires time and
expertise.[/li]
[li]Overkill for Simple Concepts: For straightforward messages, 3D may be unnecessary and overly
complex.[/li]
[/ul]

2D vs 3D Animation: Head-to-Head Comparison
1. Cost Efficiency
If you’re a small business or startup with a limited budget, a 2D animated explainer video is often the
smarter choice. It gives you professional-quality animation at a fraction of the cost of 3D.
2. Production Time
2D animation is faster to produce, especially for short videos. 3D, on the other hand, requires more
rendering and technical work.
3. Audience Engagement
Both styles can be engaging, but they work in different ways. 2D appeals to emotions and nostalgia,
while 3D captures attention with its realism and immersive experience.
4. Flexibility
2D animations are more flexible for changes during production. In 3D, altering models or animations
can be time-consuming.
5. Brand Image
A 2D animated explainer video is perfect for brands that want to keep things simple, fun, and
relatable. Meanwhile, 3D animation suits high-tech companies or industries like architecture,
healthcare, and engineering, where realism is important.

When to Choose 2D Animation
[ul]
[li]Explainer Videos: When you need a cost-effective and quick way to introduce a product or
service.[/li]
[li]Educational Content: For schools, training, or tutorials, where clarity is more important than
realism.[/li]
[li]Marketing Campaigns: Especially on social media, where shorter, simpler content performs
better.[/li]
[/ul]
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When to Choose 3D Animation
[ul]
[li]Product Demonstrations: Especially for physical products that require showcasing design and
functionality.[/li]
[li]Entertainment: For films, gaming, and VR content where immersion is key.[/li]
[li]High-End Branding: When a polished and futuristic look is crucial to impress your audience.[/li]
[/ul]

The Perfect Blend: 2.5D Animation
Interestingly, many creators now combine 2D and 3D techniques to create what’s called 2.5D
animation. This style uses 2D objects but gives them a sense of depth with lighting and shadows. It’s
a great middle ground for those who want more depth than 2D but don’t have the budget for full 3D.

Final Thoughts
The debate of 2D vs 3D animation doesn’t have a one-size-fits-all answer. It all depends on your
goals, audience, and budget. If you want simplicity, speed, and cost-effectiveness, a 2D animated
explainer video is often the best choice. If you’re aiming for realism, depth, and a high-end brand
image, 3D might be the way to go.
At the end of the day, the purpose of animation is to tell a story that resonates with your audience.
Whether you choose 2D, 3D, or even a hybrid style, what matters most is how effectively your video
communicates your message.
So, when planning your next Explainer video, ask yourself: Do you want the timeless charm of 2D, or
the immersive realism of 3D? The answer will guide you to the right choice.
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